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General  Services  Administration 


Introduction 


This  report  covers  assistance  provided  by  the  U.S.  Public  Health  Service  (PHS)  during  79  disasters  that  occurred  in  the 
United  States  from  July  1,  1967  through  June  30,  1970.  It  is  a consolidated  report  based  on  daily  statements  that 
were  issued  from  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  Regional  Offices  by  Emergency  Health  Services 
Program  Directors  who  are  responsible  for  coordinating  all  PHS  disaster  activities.  It  is  possible  that  some  disaster 
assistance  and  relief  activities  were  not  reported  to  the  PHS  coordinating  offices  and  therefore  not  sent  to  head- 
quarters in  Washington,  D.C.  Thus,  they  would  not  appear  in  this  report.  Also  included  is  material  that  outlines  PHS 
assistance  to  States  and  several  foreign  countries  during  disease  outbreaks,  epidemics,  and  threatened  epidemics. 

Since  1966  the  Director  of  the  Division  of  Emergency  Health  Services  has  been  responsible  for  the  direction  and 
coordination  of  disaster  relief  and  assistance  activities  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Service.  A disaster  refers  to  a 
sudden  or  extraordinary  calamity  or  catastrophe  affecting  or  threatening  health  and  causing  significant  distress, 
casualties,  and/or  breakdown  of  public  health  safeguards. 

The  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare  (DHEW)  has  a major  role  in  disaster  relief.  Many  of  its  components 
provide  emergency  assistance  to  stricken  areas  when  local  and  State  resources  become  overtaxed  and  DHEW  assistance 
is  requested.  The  Public  Health  Service,  composed  of  the  Health  Services  and  Mental  Health  Administration,  the 
Consumer  Protection  and  Environmental  Health  Service,  and  the  National  Institutes  of  Health,  has  provided  such 
assistance  for  over  90  years.  Disaster  assistance  is  provided  through  State  health  departments.  In  all  instances  PHS 
assistance  supplements  normal  State  and  local  public  health  operations.  Community,  State  and  Federal  officials  work 
together  as  a team  in  collaboration  with  American  Red  Cross,  civil  defense,  and  other  disaster  relief  personnel. 


PHS  disaster  assistance  includes:  prepositioned  Packaged  Disaster  A/osp/fa/s— complete  200-bed  emergency  hospitals 
packed  in  boxes;  Natural  Disaster  Hospitals— mobWe  packaged  50-bed  units;  Hospital  Reserve  Disaster  Inventories— 
30-day  medical-surgical  supplies  placed  in  community  hospitals;  backup  medical  supplies  and  equipment  stored  in 
strategically  located  depots;  and  medical  and  public  health  expertise  and  personnel. 

In  this  report  there  were  26  disasters  of  sufficient  magnitude  that  the  President  of  the  United  States  declared  them 
major  disasters,  rpaking  the  States  in  which  they  occurred  eligible  for  financial  and  other  assistance  provided  by  the 
Federal  Disaster  Act  (PL  875).  This  Act,  administered  by  the  President's  Office  of  Emergency  Preparedness  (OEP), 
enables  States  and  local  governments  to  receive  supplemental  Federal  assistance  that  includes  money,  medicines  and 
other  consumable  supplies,  protective  and  other  services  to  help  preserve  life,  and  emergency  repairs  to  damaged  or 
destroyed  public  facilities. 


Our  ability  to  cope  with  disasters  and  their  aftermath  is  directly  proportional  to  the  emergency  preparedness  built  up 
in  continuing,  day-to-day  community  activity.  Natural  disasters  often  strike  with  little  or  no  warning  and  cause  great 
suffering  and  financial  loss.  In  addition,  increasing  urbanization  and  industrialization  heighten  the  risk  of  tech- 
nological accidents  and  other  man-made  disasters.  The  Division  of  Emergency  Health  Services  urges  continuing 
revaluation  of  community  preparedness  by  all  concerned  to  assure  timely  assistance  when  a disaster  occurs. 


Henry  C.  Huntley,  M.D. 
Director,  Division  of 
Emergency  Health  Services 
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This  map  does  not  include  disease  outbreaks,  epidemics,  and  threatened  epidemics. 


Part  I : Disasters  During  the  Period  July  1,  1967  — June  30,  1968 


The  material  that  follows  describes  (alphabetically  by  States)  32  natural  disasters  and  other  emergencies  that  affected 
34  States  during  the  period  for  which  assistance  by  the  Public  Health  Service  was  provided.  These  included: 
bridge  collapse  (1);  civil  disturbances  (7);  forest  fires  (3);  school  fire  (1);  floods  (7);  hurricanes  (2); 
power  failure  in  a hospital  (1);  power  failure  in  a town  (1);  snowstorms  (3);  tornadoes  (5);  and  a 
train  collision  (1 ). 

A table  with  additional  data  on  PHS  resources  and  personnel  during  the  period  for  these  disasters  is  next,  and 
following  that  are  tables  showing  PHS  assistance  during  the  period  for  54  disease  outbreaks,  epidemics,  and  threatened 
epidemics  by  State.  Teams  from  the  National  Communicable  Disease  Center  in  Atlanta,  Georgia  were  sent  to  25 
States,  one  territory,  and  nine  foreign  countries  that  requested  assistance  for  the  handling  of  special  disease  problems. 


ALASKA 

Fairbanks 

8-14-67  Disaster:  Flood 

PL  875  declaration:  8-17-67 
Allocation:  $1,000,000 

Heavy,  unseasonable  rains  combined  with  glacial  melt 
caused  flooding  at  the  confluence  of  three  rivers  that 
flow  into  the  Yukon  River.  The  overflow  backed  up  into 
the  city  of  Fairbanks  and  waters  at  some  points  in  the 
city  reached  a depth  of  nine  feet.  About  30,000  people 
were  displaced  and  communications  with  Fairbanks  were 
disrupted. 

Public  health  hazards:  Water  supply  and  sewage  disposal 
problems,  rodents,  insect  vectors  of  disease,  con- 
taminated food  and  drugs. 

PHS  Assistance:  1,000  cots  and  1,000  blankets  were 
consigned  to  the  Red  Cross  from  the  PHS  medical  stock- 
pile at  Elmsdorf  Airbase  in  Anchorage.  A Packaged 
Disaster  Hospital,  stored  at  the  University  of  Alaska,  was 
activated  for  use.  WA7AEL,  of  the  Regional  Com- 
munications System,  Department  of  Health,  Education, 
and  Welfare,  worked  around  the  clock  with  ham  oper- 
ators and  military  radar  stations  to  maintain  communica- 
tions with  the  Fairbanks  area. 

ARIZONA 

Chui  Chu 

7-16-67  Disaster:  Flood 

Flood  waters  struck  Cibecue  in  the  Pablo  Indian  Reserva- 
tion. 


PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  stored  at 
Casa  Grande  was  used  to  provide  medical  treatment  for 
evacuees  from  the  flood. 

Statewide 

12-18-67  Disaster:  Snow  and  rain  storms 

A Statewide  storm  in  Arizona  dropped  up  to  six  feet  of 
snow  on  level  ground.  There  was  minor  flooding  later. 
Many  towns  were  isolated  and  travelers  were  stranded 
where  no  public  facilities  were  available.  A number  of 
Indians  and  stranded  travelers  had  to  be  rescued. 

Public  health  hazards:  Frostbite,  exposure,  and 
pneumonia  were  a threat  among  the  Indians.  Of  nine 
deaths,  one  was  attributed  to  carbon  monoxide  poison- 
ing when  a stranded  traveler  kept  an  automobile  engine 
running  to  keep  warm.  The  others  died  from  exposure. 

PHS  Assistance:  Several  thousand  cots  and  blankets  were 
delivered  to  the  Red  Cross  from  PHS  depots  at  Clear- 
field, Utah  and  Stockton,  Calif.  A Packaged  Disaster 
Hospital  stored  at  Winslow  and  four  others  stored  in 
Phoenix  were  used  to  provide  medical  care  for  victims  of 
the  disaster. 


ARKANSAS 

Jonesboro 

5-15-68  Disaster:  Tornado 

PL  875  declaration ; 5-29-68 
Allocation:  $125,000 

A series  of  tornadoes  hit  the  State.  The  one  that  touched 
down  at  Jonesboro  did  the  most  damage.  Also  affected 
were  Mountain  Home,  Newport,  Oil  Trough  and  Tui  ker 
man. 
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PHS  Assistance:  One  Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  stored 
at  Jonesboro  was  activated  to  replace  a hospital  and 
provide  medical  care  for  evacuees  sheltered  in  a school 
gymnasium. 

COLORADO 

Denver 

5- 16-68  Emergency:  March  on  Washington 

PHS  Assistance:  Cots  from  a Packaged  Disaster  Hospital 
that  was  stored  in  Denver  were  loaned  to  the  Red  Cross 
for  the  emergency  care  of  people  who  passed  through 
Colorado  on  their  way  to  Washington,  D.C.  to  par- 
ticipate in  a demonstration  on  poverty  in  the  U.S.  See 
District  of  Columbia  entry. 

Mount  Evans  — Echo  Lake  Area 

6- 29-68  Disaster:  Forest  fire 

A forest  fire  destroyed  timberland  about  40  miles  west 
of  Denver. 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  stored  at 
Denver  was  used  to  supply  cots  to  billet  out-of-State 
firefighters. 

CONNECTICUT 

New  Haven 

8- 22-67  Emergency:  Civil  disturbance 

Women  and  children  were  evacuated  into  the  city  of 
Milford  from  riot  areas  in  New  Haven. 

PHS  Assistance:  Cots  from  a Packaged  Disaster  Hospital 
were  used  to  care  for  evacuees  who  slept  in  a church. 

DELAWARE 

Shore  Areas 

9- 8-67  Potential  disaster:  Hurricane  Doria 

Advance  warnings  by  the  U.S.  Weather  Bureau  indicated 
that  the  Delaware-New  Jersey  shore  areas  would  ex- 
perience high  tides  and  flooding  from  the  storm.  Some 
residents  were  evacuated  from  the  potential  storm  area. 


However,  the  expected  harsh  impact  did  not  occur  be- 
cause the  hurricane  changed  its  direction.  See  New 
Jersey  entry. 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  stored  at 
Laurel,  Delaware  supplied  material  to  shelter  evacuees  in 
the  high  school  at  Laurel. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA 

Washington,  D.C. 

May-June  1968  Major  emergency:  March  on  Washington 

Representatives  of  various  groups  gathered  in  Washing- 
ton, D.C.  to  demonstrate  for  changes  in  Federal  policy 
relating  to  poverty.  Tents  and  other  temporary  shelters 
were  set  up  on  the  Mall  in  downtown  Washington. 
Several  weeks  of  living  in  the  makeshift  quarters  created 
various  public  health  problems:  poor  sanitation,  lack  of 
potable  water,  insufficient  water  for  washing  and  toilet 
facilities,  sewage  disposal,  feeding,  inadequate  housing, 
and  medical  care  for  participants.  Several  thousand  were 
sick  or  injured.  Foul  weather  aggravated  the  situation. 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  stored  in 
the  District  was  kept  in  readiness,  but  never  used.  One 
dental  trailer  was  loaned  for  use  at  the  Mall  campsite. 

IDAHO 

Northern  Area 

8-29-67  Disaster:  Forest  fire 

PL  875  declaration:  8-30-67 
Allocation:  $250,000 

Fires  near  the  Canadian  border  ravaged  about  78,000 
acres  of  Sundance  Mountain  and  15,500  acres  at  Trapper 
Peak. 

PHS  Assistance:  Material  from  a Packaged  Disaster 
Hospital  stored  at  Lewiston  was  released  for  use  of 
evacuees  and  firefighters. 

ILLINOIS 

Chicago  and  Galesburg 

4-5-68  Disaster:  Civil  disturbance 

Rioting  and  burning  in  the  Chicago  area  posed  potential 
public  health  problems.  One  public  health  clinic  in  the 
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city  was  burned.  Several  citizen  groups  asked  that 
medical  aid  stations  be  established  in  the  riot  area.  How- 
ever, it  was  found  that  city  hospitals  were  able  to  handle 
casualties  without  any  major  medical  aid  from  other 
sources. 

PHS  Assistance;  Several  thousand  cots  from  the  PHS 
depot  at  Seneca,  Illinois,  plus  other  cots  taken  from  a 
Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  stored  in  Galesburg,  were 
used  during  the  emergency. 

Central  and  Southwestern  Counties 

5-15-68  Disaster:  Tornado 

PL  875  declaration:  6-5-68 

Allocation;  $300,000 

Extensive  damage  occurred  in  the  eight  counties  in 
Illinois  that  were  affected. 

PHS  Assistance:  A sanitary  engineer  was  assigned  to 
assess  the  extent  of  damage,  evaluate  water  supply  and 
sewage  disposal  requirements,  and  recommend  vector 
control  measures  that  were  needed. 

Dixon 

5-22-68  Emergency:  Power  failure  at  the 

Dixon  State  Hospital 

PHS  Assistance:  Electric  generators  from  two  Packaged 
Disaster  Hospitals  stored  in  Dixon,  Illinois  were  used  as 
emergency  power  sources  for  the  hospital  until  regular 
service  was  restored. 


IOWA 

Northeast  Section 

5-15-68  Disaster;  Tornado 

PL  875  declaration:  5-29-68 
Allocation:  $250,000 

Extensive  damage  occurred,  especially  in  Charles  City, 
Elma,  Maynard,  and  Oelwein.  There  was  a temporary 
disruption  of  the  water  supply  in  Charles  City.  Although 
there  was  an  accumulation  of  debris,  the  rodent  problem 
was  not  extensive. 


PHS  Assistance;  Three  Packaged  Disaster  Hospitals  were 
opened  for  the  use  of  evacuees.  These  were  stored  at 
Charles  City,  Independence,  and  Mason  City. 

KANSAS  - NEBRASKA 

Bistate  Area 

6-5-67  Disaster;  Floods 

PL  875  declaration:  7-18-67 
Allocation:  $750,000 

Floods  struck  the  two  States  on  6-5-67.  Followup  activi- 
ties continued  into  fiscal  1968. 

PHS  Assistance:  PHS  personnel  were  sent  to  help  es- 
timate the  damage  and  assist  in  vector  control  activities. 

KANSAS 

Wamego 

12-21-67  Major  emergency:  Train  collision 

A passenger  train  was  sideswiped  by  a freight  train. 
Dozens  of  passengers  were  jolted  from  their  seats.  Most 
of  the  injured  were  transported  by  six  ambulances  to 
Manhattan,  Kansas.  One  badly  injured  patient  was 
moved  to  a Topeka  hospital.  Uninjured  passengers  were 
taken  by  a school  bus  to  a Wamego  church  where  an  aid 
station  had  been  set  up. 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  stored  at 
Wamego  was  opened  for  use. 

MASSACHUSETTS 

Taunton 

3-21-68  Disaster:  Flood 

Heavy  rains  and  melting  snow  brought  a rapid  rise  of 
waters  in  the  Taunton  area.  One  dam  broke. 

PHS  Assistance:  One  Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  was 
opened  to  furnish  materials  for  the  emergency.  Also,  the 
emergency  medical  stockpile  depot  in  Watertown  was 
alerted  to  stand  by  to  provide  medical  supplies,  if 
needed. 


MICHIGAN 

Detroit 

7- 23-67  Disaster:  Civil  disturbance 

A major  riot  took  place  in  Detroit.  Arson  and  violence 
resulted  in  casualties.  Disaster  plans  set  up  by  the  city's 
hospitals  were  given  a severe  test. 

PHS  Assistance:  Three  Packaged  Disaster  Hospitals  were 
opened  to  care  for  casualties.  Two  of  the  PDHs  were 
stored  at  Northville  and  the  third  at  Flat  Rock.  Two 
sanitary  engineers,  specialists  on  rat  and  insect  control 
were  detailed  by  the  Public  Health  Service  in  response  to 
a request  made  by  Detroit's  health  commissioner. 

MISSOURI 

Potosi 

12-21-67  Disaster:  Tornado 

A windstorm  struck  at  1 a.m.  without  warning.  In  this 
community  of  about  2,800,  many  homes  and  business 
structures  were  destroyed,  including  the  city  hall. 

PHS  Assistance:  The  city  hall  had  been  used  to  store  a 
PHS  Packaged  Disaster  Hospital.  A 15  kw.  electric  gener- 
ator from  the  Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  was  pulled 
from  the  debris  and  used  to  provide  power  for  the  court 
house  where  emergency  headquarters  was  located. 

MONTANA 

West  Glacier  National  Park 

8- 24-67  Disaster:  Forest  fires 

PHS  Assistance:  The  State  of  Montana  requested  cots 
and  blankets  to  be  used  by  firefighters  at  the  scene. 
They  had  been  using  sleeping  bags  on  the  ground,  but 
snakes  were  a hazard.  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital 
stored  at  Missoula  was  opened  to  meet  the  request. 

NEW  JERSEY 

Newark  — Plainfield 

7-14-67  Disaster:  Civil  disturbance 

A riot  of  serious  proportions  took  place  in  the  area. 
Arson  and  violence  resulted  in  large  numbers  of  casual- 
ties. 


PHS  Assistance:  Three  Packaged  Disaster  Hospitals 
stored  at  Cranford,  Skillman,  and  Summit,  were  used 
during  the  emergency. 


Shore  Area 

9-8-67  Potential  disaster:  Hurricane  Doria 

Advance  warnings  moved  shore  communities  in  New 
Jersey  to  begin  evacuation  and  other  preparations.  The 
storm,  however,  veered  out  to  sea.  See  entry  for 
Delaware. 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  stored  at 
Bricktown,  N.J.  was  opened  to  supply  cots  and  blankets 
for  the  use  of  evacuees  from  Mantoloking  and  Brick- 
town. 


Northern  Counties 

5-29-68  Disaster:  Flood 

PL  875  declaration:  5-29-68 
Allocation:  $3,000,000 

Heavy  rains  caused  flooding  in  a seven-county  area  in 
New  Jersey.  Morris  and  Essex  counties  had  heavier 
flooding  than  Bergen,  Passaic,  Middlesex,  Union,  and 
Somerset. 

Health  hazards:  About  1,000  private  wells  were  con- 
taminated. The  flood  produced  a very  favorable  environ- 
ment for  the  breeding  of  mosquitoes,  especially  Aedes 
vexans,  a strongly  suspected  insect  vector  of  Eastern 
Encephalitis.  A.  Vexans  is  a fresh-water  flood 
mosquito,  and  various  mosquito  control  measures  were 
applied.  These  included  use  of  the  helicopter  and  air- 
plane for  survey  purposes  as  well  as  the  application  of 
pesticides. 

PHS  Assistance:  Two  Packaged  Disaster  Hospitals,  stored 
at  Boonton  and  Patterson,  were  used  to  care  for  some  of 
the  evacuees  who  were  billeted  in  high  schools  and  other 
public  buildings.  A sanitary  engineer  from  PHS  Region  II 
was  assigned  to  assist  the  State  in  assessing  damage  to 
water  treatment  systems,  sewer  systems,  sewage  disposal 
plants,  and  problems  associated  with  debris  removal. 
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NEW  MEXICO 


OHIO 


Northwestern  Area 

12-19-67  Disaster:  Snowstorms 

The  storm  covered  a section  from  Gallup  to  Farmington, 
New  Mexico  and  Window  Rock,  Arizona. 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  that  was 
stored  in  Gallup  was  opened  for  the  use  of  travelers  and 
others  caught  in  the  storm. 


NEW  YORK 

Cattaraugus  and  Allegheny  Counties 

9-28-67  Disaster:  Flood 

The  Allegheny  River  overflowed  and  caused  severe 
flooding  in  the  two  counties  of  upstate  New  York.  Water 
and  sewage  facilities  received  damage  in  Bolivar,  Wells- 
ville,  and  Friendship. 

PHS  Assistance:  A PHS  sanitary  engineer  was  sent  to  the 
affected  area  to  help  State  and  local  officials  to  assess 
the  damage. 


Lakemont 

1-13-68  Emergency:  Fire  at  Lakemont  Academy 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  stored  at 
the  Academy  was  not  damaged  by  the  fire.  It  was 
opened  to  supply  cots  and  bedding  to  care  for  students 
displaced  from  a dormitory. 

Potsdam 

5-24-68  Emergency:  Power  failure 

An  electric  power  cutoff  occurred  at  the  State  Univer- 
sity, Potsdam,  N.Y. 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  stored  at 
Potsdam  was  opened  and  a 15  kw.  generator  was  used  as 
an  emergency  power  source  until  regular  electric  service 
was  restored. 


Southern  Counties 

5-24-68  Disaster:  Floods 

PL  875  declaration:  6-5-68 
Allocation:  $1,000,000 

Heavy  rains  for  several  days  caused  extensive  flooding  in 
30  counties  of  the  State.  Hardest  hit  were  those  com- 
munities Southeast  of  Columbus:  Laurelville,  Nelson- 
ville,  Chillocothe,  Logan,  and  Athens.  A leak  in  the  levee 
at  Buckeye  Lake  was  of  great  concern  because  its  waters 
could  have  inundated  the  city  of  Newark.  People  in  the 
town  of  Laurelville  were  evacuated  to  a high  school 
gymnasium  in  the  area. 

PHS  Assistance:  The  PHS  furnished  1,000  cots  and 
1,000  blankets  from  the  PHS  Medical  Supply  Depot  at 
Shelby,  Ohio.  These  were  used  to  supplement  the  ex- 
hausted Red  Cross  supply.  f\  Packaged  Disaster  Hospital 
in  storage  at  Washington  Court  House  was  opened  to 
care  for  the  extra  patient  load  in  the  aftermath  of  the 
flood. 

OKLAHOMA 

Perry 

T2-68  Emergency:  Blizzard 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital,  stored  at 
Perry,  was  opened  and  supplies  used  to  help  travelers 
who  were  stranded  in  the  severe  ice  storm. 

Guthrie 

4-16-68  Disaster:  Tornado 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital,  stored  at 
Guthrie,  was  opened  and  used  to  provide  emergency  care. 

TEXAS 

Southern  Texas 

9-20-67  Diaster:  Hurricane  Beulah 

PL  875  declaration:  9-28-67 
Allocation:  $2,500,000 


n 


The  Public  Health  Service  began  to  track  Hurricane 
Beulah  on  September  8,  1967  and  the  Division  of  Health 
Mobilization,*  which  coordinated  Public  Health  Service 
disaster  assistance  activities,  made  preparations  for 
disaster  assistance  if  the  hurricane  entered  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  and  threatened  the  coast  in  Texas  and  Louisiana. 
The  Texas  Health  Department  received  advance  au- 
thorization to  use  PHS  disaster  medical  supplies  and 
equipment,  long  before  Hurricane  Beulah  entered  the 
State  in  the  Brownsville  area. 

Hurricane  Beulah  was  not  the  biggest  or  the  most  violent 
tropical  storm  ever  to  reach  U.S.  shores,  but  it  was  one 
of  the  most  destructive.  Parts  of  Texas  and  Louisiana 
were  devastated.  Beulah's  top  winds  at  175  m.p.h.  did 
surprisingly  little  damage,  but  the  hurricane  spawned 
over  100  tornadoes.  The  109  m.p.h.  winds  in  Texas 
drifted  to  the  northwest,  lost  some  power,  and  turned 
into  a torrential  rainstorm  that  dumped  1 5-40  inches  of 
rain  across  the  Rio  Grande  valley.  Floodwaters  in- 
undated thousands  of  acres  and  inhabitants  were  forced 
to  flee  to  high  ground.  Mexico's  San  Juan  River  overran 
its  banks  and  cut  off  residents  in  the  area  who  were 
forced  to  seek  safety  in  the  United  States. 

PHS  Assistance:  Of  the  108  Packaged  Disaster  Hospitals 
stored  in  Texas,  20  had  been  placed  in  the  flooded  area. 
About  12  of  these  were  known  to  have  been  used  from 
storage  points  in  Sinton,  Three  Rivers,  Hondo,  Uvalde, 
Victoria,  El  Campo,  Beeville,  Kingsville,  Castroville, 
Brenham,  Pleasanton,  and  Corpus  Christi. 

During  Hurricane  Beulah,  Hospital  Reserve  Disaster  In- 
ventories (HRDi)  had  their  first  use.  These  are  a 30  days 


*On  October  31,  1969,  renamed  Division  of  Emergency 
Health  Services. 


supply  of  critical  medical  items  provided  hospitals  for 
use  in  times  of  emergency. 

The  Public  Health  Service  released  to  the  Red  Cross 
16,750  cots  and  33,500  blankets  from  the  PHS  medical 
supply  depot  at  Bastrop,  Texas.  PHS  equipment, 
medicine,  and  medical  supplies  disbursed  exceeded  a 
half-million  dollars  in  value. 

When  the  flood  waters  receded,  potential  public  health 
problems  arose.  A team  of  1 1 entomologists  and  sani- 
tarians was  sent  from  the  National  Communicable 
Disease  Center  at  Atlanta,  Georgia  to  evaluate  the  public 
health  problem  and  coordinate  aerial  spraying  of  in- 
secticides. An  estimated  2’/2  million  acres  needed  spray- 
ing, especially  areas  that  harbored  mosquitoes  known  to 
cause  human  disease.  Special  attention  had  to  be  given 
to  heavily  damaged  areas  of  dense  population  where 
refugees  were  living  in  shelters. 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

Point  Pleasant 

12-15-67  Disaster:  Bridge  collapse 

Silver  Bridge,  linking  Point  Pleasant,  West  Virginia  and 
Gallopolis,  Ohio,  collapsed  at  5:10  p.m.  Many  auto- 
mobiles and  their  occupants,  caught  on  the  bridge  at  the 
height  of  the  evening  rush  hour,  fell  into  the  water 
below. 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  stored  at 
Point  Pleasant,  West  Virginia,  was  opened.  Cots  and 
blankets  were  used  in  temporary  quarters  that  were  set 
up  for  rescue  workers.  Litters  and  plastic  sheets  were 
used  to  remove  the  dead. 
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JULY  1967  - JUNE  1968:  PHS  ASSISTANCE  DURING  NATURAL  DISASTERS 
AND  OTHER  EMERGENCIES 

(Does  not  include  disease  outbreaks,  epidemics,  and  threatened  epidemics) 


PL 

Disasters 

Casualties 

PHS  Resources  Used,  Released,  etc. 

Location 

8 

PHS 

7 

Total 

Dates 

Types 

Dead 

Sick  & 

Hospital- 

Cots 

Blankets 

Other 

Personnel 

5 

No. 

Injured 

ized 

Detailed 

Alaska 

1 

1 -physician 

Fairbanks 

X 

8&9/67 

Flood 

4 

40 

70 

1,000 

1,000 

Radio  communication 

5-sanitarians 

Packaged  Disaster 

1 -epidemiologist 

Hospital  used 

5-sanitary  engineers 

Arizona 

2 

Chui  Chu 

7/67 

Flood 

38* 

Statewide 

12/67 

Snow  and 
rainstorms 

9 

5,726 

1 1 ,580 

Arkansas 

Jonesboro 

Colorado 

X 

1 

2 

5/68 

Tornado 

45 

555 

120 

100 

200 

Denver 

5/68 

Civil 

100 

Mount  Evans- 

disturbance 

Echo  Lake  area 
Connecticut 

1 

6/68 

Forest  fire 

100 

New  Haven 

8/67 

Civil 

23* 

Delaware 

1 

disturbance 

Sussex  County 

9/67 

Hurricane 

Doria 

2 

150 

50 

50  pillows 

Dist.  of  Columbia 
Washington,  D.C. 
Idaho 

1 

1 

6/68 

Civil  disturbance 

3,730 

32 

500 

Dental  trailer 

Northern  area 
Illinois 

X 

4 

8/67 

Forest  fire 

179 

Chicago 

4/68 

Civil 

disturbance 

11 

250 

20 

3,000 

Galesburg 

4/68 

Civil 

disturbance 

150* 

Central  area 

X 

5/68 

Tornado 

10 

166 

52 

1 -sanitary  engineer 

Dixon 

5/68 

Power  failure 
(hospital) 

4-generators 

Iowa 

Northeast 

Kansas 

X 

1 

1 

5/68 

Tornado 

17 

738 

141 

175 

Wamego 

12/67 

Train 

collision 

1 

1 

150* 

60* 

Kansas  - Nebraska 

1 

Bistate  area 

X 

7/67 

Flood 

1 -sanitary 
engineer 
1 -vector  control 
specialist 

Massachusetts 

Taunton 

Michigan 

1 

1 

3/68 

Flood 

102* 

Detroit 

7/67 

Civil 

disturbance 

600 

2-sanitary  engineers 

Missouri 

Potosi 

Montana 

1 

1 

12/67 

Tornado 

3 

34 

16 

1 -generator* 

W.  Glacier 
National  Park 

1 

8/67 

Forest  fire 

196 

New  Jersey 

3 

Newark-Plainfield 

7/67 

Civil 

26 

50 

220* 

disturbance 

226* 

Shore  area 

9/67 

Hurricane 

Doria 

118* 

120* 

Northern  counties 

X 

5/68 

Flood 

8 

15 

300 

l-sanitary  engineer 
1 -entomologist 

New  Mexico 
Northwest  area 
New  York 

1 

3 

12/67 

Snowstorm 

200 

220 

Cattaraugua 

9/67 

Flood 

1 -sanitary  engineer 

Creek 

Lakemont 

1/68 

Fire  (a 
school) 

70* 

140' 

Potsdam 

5/68 

Power  failure 
(town) 

1-generator* 

'Use  not  authorized  in  advance 
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JULY  1967  - JUNE  1968:  PHS  ASSISTANCE  DURING  NATURAL  DISASTERS 
AND  OTHER  EMERGENCIES  (Continued) 

(Does  not  include  disease  outbreaks,  epidemics,  and  threatened  epidemics) 


PL 

Disasters 

Casualties 

PHS  Resources 

Used,  Released,  etc. 

Location 

8 

Total 

Dates 

Types 

Dead 

Sick  & 

Hospital-  Cots 

Blankets 

Other  PHS 

7 

No. 

Injured 

ized 

Personnel 

5 

Detailed 

Ohio 

Southern  area 
Oklahoma 

X 

1 

2 

5/68 

Flood 

2 

723 

11 

1,000 

1,000 

1-sanitary  engineer 

Perry 

1/68 

Blizzard 

50 

50 

Guthrie 

Texas 

1 

4/68 

Tornado 

60 

Southern  section 

X 

9/67 

Hurricane 

16 

1 1 ,396 

272 

16,750 

33,500 

medical  supplies 

6-nurses 

Beulah 

& 12  Packaged 

12-physicians 

Disaster  Hospitals 

2-social  workers 
1 -pharmacist 

West  Virginia 

1 

Point  Pleasant 

12/67 

Bridge 

42 

9 

9 

74* 

60* 

Plastic  sheets 

collapse 

litters 

*Use  not  authorized  in  advance 
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JULY  1967  - JUNE  1968:  PHS  ASSISTANCE  DURING  DISEASE  OUTBREAKS,  EPIDEMICS, 

AND  THREATENED  EPIDEMICS 


Casualties 


Personnel 


Location 

Date 

Episode* 

Disease 

Detailed 

Cases 

Hospitalized 

Deaths 

Arizona 

Ft.  Apache  Indian  Reservation 

8/67 

DO 

Shigellosis 

27 

NCDC  team 

Whiteriver 

8/67 

DO 

Infectious  hepatitis 

14 

NCDC  team 

Arkansas 

Cummins  Prison  Farm 
California 

5/68 

DO 

Viral  hepatitis 

150 

NCDC  team 

Lompoc 

1/68 

DO 

Hepatitis 

42 

NCDC  team 

Lompoc 

Colorado 

5/68 

DO 

Hepatitis 

25 

NCDC  team 

Colorado  Springs,  Air  Force 
Academy 
Connecticut 

4/68 

DO 

Streptococcal  pharyngitis 

700 

68 

NCDC  team 

Norwich 

1/68 

DO 

Hepatitis 

115 

NCDC  team 

Norwich 

Florida 

1/68 

DO 

Hepatitis 

15 

NCDC  team 

Tampa 

9/67 

DO 

Salmonellosis 

186 

NCDC  team 

Tampa 

11/67 

DO 

Salmonellosis 

300 

NCDC  team 

Hawaii 

10/67 

DO 

Rabies 

16 

NCDC  team 

Illinois 

Chicago 

2/68 

TE 

Measles 

680 

NCDC  team 

Chicago 

6/68 

— 

Lead  poisoning,  threatened  exposure 

14 

NCDC  team 

Kansas 

Lawrence 

Kentucky 

1/68 

DO 

Influenza 

300 

NCDC  team 

Bowling  Green 

8/67 

DO 

Malaria 

1 

NCDC  team 

Campbell  & Fleming  Counties 

1/68 

DO 

Mumps 

119 

NCDC  team 

Ft.  Campbell 

7/67 

DO 

Malaria 

2 

NCDC  team 

Mason  County 
Maryland 

11/67 

DO 

Mumps 

119 

NCDC  team 

Baltimore 

Michigan 

8/67 

DO 

Aseptic  meningitis 

28 

NCDC  team 

Augusta 

9/67 

E 

Mumps 

60 

NCDC  team 

Ferndale 

6/68 

DO 

Infectious  hepatitis 

4 

NCDC  team 

West  Branch 
Mississippi 

5/68 

DO 

Infectious  hepatitis 

32 

NCDC  team 

Whitfield 

Missouri 

1/68 

DO 

Meningococcal  meningitis 

110 

NCDC  team 

St.  Louis 

10/67 

E 

Shigella 

57 

NCDC  team 

St.  Louis 

12/67 

DO 

Food  poisoning 

60 

NCDC  team 

St.  Louis 
Nebraska 

2/68 

DO 

Food  poisoning 

50 

NCDC  team 

Oxford 

4/68 

DO 

Salmonellosis 

200 

NCDC  team 

South^;entral 
New  Hampshire 

9/67 

DO 

Febrile  gastroenteritis 

200 

NCDC  team 

Nashua 

5/68 

DO 

Measles 

24 

NCDC  team 

New  Mexico 
San  Juan  County 
North  Dakota 

2/68 

DO 

Salmonellosis 

27 

NCDC  team 

Beulah 

7/67 

DO 

Leukemia 

2 

NCDC  team 

Puerto  Rico 

1/68 

TE 

Acute  schistosomiasis 

75  sus- 

NCDC  team 

pects 

South  Dakota 

Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation 

7/67 

DO 

Aseptic  meningitis 

9 

NCDC  team 

Pine  Ridge  Indian  Reservation 
Tennessee 

12/67 

DO 

Penumonitis 

30 

NCDC  team 

Shelby  County 
Texas 

6/68 

DO 

Salmonellosis 

4 

NCDC  team 

Harris  County 

8/67 

DO 

Salmonella  javiana 

15 

NCDC  team 

Harris  County 

12/67 

DO 

Salmonellosis 

28 

NCDC  team 

Laredo 

3/68 

DO 

Staphylococcal  food  poisoning 

1,000 

NCDC  team 

Laredo 

5/68 

E 

Staphylococcal  food  poisoning 

615 

NCDC  team 

Lower  Rio  Grande  Valley 

9/67 

TE 

Western  encephalitis  and 

3 

NCDC  team 

St.  Louis  encephalitis 
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JULY  1967  - JUNE  1968:  PHS  ASSISTANCE  DURING  DISEASE  OUTBREAKS,  EPIDEMICS, 
AND  THREATENED  EPIDEMICS  (Continued) 


Location 


Date  Episode 


Disease 


Casualties 


Cases  Hospitalized  Deaths 


Personnel 

Detailed 


Vermont 


Addison  County 

4/68 

DO 

Tularemia 

15 

NCDC  team 

Green  Mountains  (girls'  camp) 

1/68 

DO 

Shigellosis 

140 

NCDC  team 

Roxbury 

7/67 

DO 

Shigellosis 

129 

NCDC  team 

West  Virginia 

St.  Marys  (Colin  Anderson  Ctr.) 

2/68 

E 

Mumps 

20 

NCDC  team 

Wyoming 

Torrington 

10/67 

DO 

Streptococcal  pharyngitis 

75 

NCDC  team 

Torrington 

11/67 

DO 

Streptococcal  pharyngitis 

150 

NCDC  team 

Foreign  Countries 


Ceylon 

3/68 

E 

Malaria 

59,104 

NCDC  team 

England  and  Wales 

10/67 

DO 

Variola  minor 

73 

NCDC  team 

Germany 

9/67 

DO 

Green  monkey  disease 

27 

6 

NCDC  team 

Indonesia 

2/68 

E 

Plague 

75 

NCDC  team 

Nepal 

11/67 

DO 

Human  anthrax 

25 

NCDC  team 

Trinidad 

10/67 

DO 

Acute  respiratory  disease 

100 

NCDC  team 

Trinidad 

11/67 

DO 

Typhoid  fever 

30 

NCDC  team 

Uruguay 

5/68 

DO 

Hepatitis 

60 

NCDC  team 

* DO 


Disease  outbreak 


* TE  — Threatened  epidemic 

* E — Epidemic 


Source:  National  Communicable  Disease  Center,  U.S.  Public  Health  Service,  Atlanta,  Georgia  30333 
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gures  show  number  of  disasters  in  States  that  requested  assistance. 

■ nap  does  not  include  disease  outbreaks,  epidemics,  and  threatened  epidemics. 
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Part  II:  Disasters  During  the  Period  July  1,  1968  — June  30,  1969 


Organization  of  this  section  is  identical  to  Part  I.  There  were  19  disasters  and  major  emergencies  during  the  period  for 
which  PHS  assistance  was  requested.  These  included: 

civil  disturbances  (3);  collision-monorail  (1);  explosions  and  fires,  oil  line  break  (1);fire,  industrial 
buildings  (1);  floods  (2);  flood  and  earth  slides  (1 );  hurricane  (1);ice  storms  and  power  failures  (2); 
plane  crashes  (2);  search  for  lost  plane  (1);  snowstorms  (2);  tornado  (1);  and  the  escape  of  toxic 
chlorine  gas  (1 ). 

The  PHS  also  assisted  in  controlling  81  disease  outbreaks,  epidemics,  and  threatened  epidemics. 


CALIFORNIA 

Statewide 

1-25-69  and  2-24-69  Disaster:  Floods  and  earth  slides 
PL  875  declaration:  1-26-69 
Allocation:  $3,000,000 

Floods  and  landslides  affected  36  counties  in  the  State. 
Broken  water  lines,  contaminated  beach  and  clam- 
digging areas,  damaged  sewage  treatment  plants,  inun- 
dated septic  tanks,  and  inoperable  community  wells 
posed  health  hazards.  At  several  places  it  was  necessary 
to  treat  raw  sewage  with  chlorine  and  pump  it  into  the 
ocean. 

About  January  28  there  was  an  oil  well  blowout  in  the 
Santa  Barbara  channel.  Crude  oil  and  natural  gas  were  a 
threat.  Dead  animals  became  a public  health  menace. 
About  February  24  a second  major  rainstorm  caused 
flooding  and  mudslides  that  complicated  recovery  from 
the  earlier  flooding  and  slides. 

PHS  Assistance:  Four  PHS  medical  supply  depots  at 
Clearfield,  Stockton,  Spokane,  and  Bastrop  were  alerted 
to  release  cots  and  blankets  to  the  Red  Cross.  PHS 
Packaged  Disaster  Hospitals  furnished  cots  and  blankets 
from  units  stored  at  these  points:  Carpenteria,  Upland, 
Palm  Springs,  Santa  Barbara,  Fontana,  Pomona, 
Torrance,  Porterville,  Banning,  Riverside,  and  Yucaipa. 

FLORIDA 

Central  Section 

10-19-69  Disaster:  Hurricane  Gladys 

PL  875  declaration:  11-7-68 
Allocation:  $250,000 


This  was  a slow-moving  storm  with  winds  about  75-80 
miles  per  hour  that  moved  in  a north-northeast  direc- 
tion. 

PHS  Assistance:  Packaged  Disaster  Hospitals  stored  at 
Bartow,  Dade  City,  and  New  Port  Richey  were  placed  on 
a standby  basis.  Equipment  from  the  latter  two  was  put 
into  use. 

Tallahassee 

4-4-69  Emergency:  Civil  disturbance 

Civil  rights  marches  and  sit-ins  resulted  in  a considerable 
number  of  injuries. 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  that  was 
stored  in  Tallahassee  was  opened  to  care  for  the  injured. 


IOWA 

Northeast  Counties 

7-16-68  Disaster:  Flood 

PL  875  declaration:  8-4-68 
Allocation:  $500,000 

Flash  floods  were  caused  by  heavy  rains.  The  12  coun- 
ties affected  were:  Black  Hawk,  Bremer,  Buchanan, 
Butler,  Clayton,  Clinton,  Delaware,  Fayette,  Franklin, 
Jones,  Linn,  and  Wright. 

Mosquitoes  were  a potential  health  hazard. 

PHS  Assistance:  One  Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  from 
Independence  was  used  to  care  for  evacuees. 
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MASSACHUSETTS 

Webster 

1- 4-69  Emergency:  Fire 

Several  industrial  buildings  were  involved. 

PHS  Assistance:  Equipment  from  a Packaged  Disaster 
Hospital  stored  in  Webster  was  used,  including  two  elec- 
trical generators  from  the  PDH  that  were  operated  for 
four  days  to  support  fire  fighting  activities  when  local 
power  failed. 

Burlington 

2- 9-69  Disaster:  Snowstorm 

A local  emergency  occurred  when  Burlington  officials 
had  to  provide  for  600  stranded  motorists. 

PHS  Assistance:  Material  from  a Packaged  Disaster  Hos- 
pital, stored  at  Burlington,  was  used  at  the  Meadow- 
brook  School  to  billet  those  caught  in  the  storm. 

MISSISSIPPI 

Hazeihurst 

1-23-69  Disaster:  Tornado 

Copiah,  Simpson,  and  Smith  Counties  were  affected. 
The  tornado  added  128  casualties  to  the  60  patients 
already  in  the  overcrowded  local  hospital  at  Hazeihurst 
when  the  twister  struck. 

PHS  Assistance:  Over  80  percent  of  the  PHS  emergency 
medical  supply  unit,  called  a Hospital  Reserve  Disaster 
inventory,  affiliated  with  the  Hardy  Wilson  Memorial 
Hospital,  was  used  to  care  for  the  sudden  influx  of  pa- 
tients. The  hospital  shared  the  emergency  medical  items 
with  the  230th  Medical  Batallion  of  the  Mississippi 
National  Guard. 

NEBRASKA 

Broken  Bow 

1-11-69  Disaster:  Plane  crash 

For  a time  the  whereabouts  of  the  plane,  a private  one, 
was  unknown.  Search  parties  were  organized  and  an  area 


from  North  Platte,  Nebraska  to  Sioux  Falls,  South 
Dakota  was  combed  thoroughly  until  the  plane  was 
found. 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  stored  at 
Broken  Bow  was  opened.  Cots  and  blankets  were  taken 
to  the  National  Guard  Armory  for  overnight  use  by 
those  participating  in  the  search. 

NEW  YORK 

Hempstead 

2-9-69  Emergency:  Snowstorm 

Heavy  snows  in  the  metropolitan  New  York  area  isolated 
a number  of  employees  at  the  Hempstead  General  Hos- 
pital, Hempstead,  Long  Island. 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  affiliated 
with  the  Hempstead  General  Hospital  was  opened  to 
supply  cots  to  billet  the  hospital  personnel  affected. 

NORTH  CAROLINA 

Wadesboro,  Morven  and  Lilesville 

2-17-69  Disaster:  Ice  storm 

Electric  service  was  disrupted  due  to  ice  that  accu- 
mulated on  power  lines. 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  stored  at 
Wadesboro  was  opened.  Two  PDH  generators  provided 
an  emergency  source  of  electricity  to  operate  pumps 
that  supplied  water  to  several  of  the  communities  af- 
fected. PDH  cots  and  blankets  were  used  by  travelers 
and  emergency  workers. 

OHIO 

Akron 

7-18-68  Emergency:  Civil  disturbance 

The  riot  was  centered  in  the  Glenville  area  of  the  city. 
Heavy  rain  helped  to  extinguish  fires  and  end  the  riot. 
Hospitals  in  the  area  were  unmolested  and  none  were 
overloaded.  On  the  scene  were  3,300  National  Guards- 
men with  an  additional  2,000  on  standby  alert. 
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PHS  Assistance:  One  Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  from 
Macedonia  was  opened  to  supply  cots  during  the  emer- 
gency. 

Lima 

1-16-69  Disaster:  Explosions  and  fires  (oil  line  break) 

A crude  oil  feeder  line  broke  and  caused  explosions  and 
fires  in  the  city  of  Lima.  A major  explosion  and  fire 
occurred  at  the  city's  sewage  treatment  plant.  The 
National  Guard  evacuated  about  6,000  people  from  their 
homes  in  an  estimated  725-block  area.  Shelters  were 
established  in  schools  and  churches. 

Public  health  hazards:  Oil  in  residential  areas,  and  oil  on 
the  surface  of  the  Maumee  River;  explosions  in  sewers 
that  carried  oil;  and  a lack  of  sewage  disposal  facilities. 

PHS  Assistance:  Materials  from  six  Packaged  Disaster 
Hospitals  were  used  from  units  stored  at  Leipsic,  Lima, 
Kettering,  Salina,  St.  Mary's,  and  Minster. 

PENNSYLVANIA 

Bradford 

12-24-68  Disaster:  Commercial  plane  crash  no.  1 

An  Allegheny  Airline  plane,  enroute  from  Detroit  to 
Harrisburg,  crashed  during  a snow  squall  and  5-degree 
cold  while  making  an  approach  to  the  airport  at 
Bradford,  Pa.  The  downed  plane  was  located  in  an  area 
that  was  inaccessible  to  motor  vehicles.  Most  of  the  in- 
jured had  to  be  extricated  from  the  plane  and  carried  by 
litter  and  snowmobile  for  a half  mile  to  waiting  ambu- 
lances. Most  casualties  were  sent  to  the  Bradford  Hos- 
pital. 

PHS  Assistance:  Two  Packaged  Disaster  Hospitals,  stored 
at  Bradford  and  Smithport,  were  made  ready  for  use  of 
the  victims  of  the  disaster. 

Bradford 

1-6-69  Disaster:  Commercial  plane  crash  no.  2 

Another  Allegheny  Airline  plane  went  down  in  the  same 
general  area  near  Bradford,  Pa.  as  that  reported  for  crash 
no.  1. 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  was 
activated  and  used  at  the  Bradford  General  Hospital. 


SOUTH  CAROLINA 

Northeast  Area 

2-15-69  Disaster:  Ice  storm  (power  failures) 

A weekend  snow  and  ice  storm  toppled  utility  poles, 
steel  towers,  power  lines,  buildings,  and  trees.  Power 
failures  created  a health  problem  at  medical  facilities  in 
the  area.  Counties  affected  were  Chesterfield, 
Darlington,  Florence,  and  Marlboro. 

PHS  Assistance:  Packaged  Disaster  Hospitals  stored  at 
Bennetsville,  Cheraw,  and  Columbia,  were  opened  and 
used.  Cots  and  bedding  helped  to  care  for  patients  from 
the  Chesterfield  County  Memorial  Hospital,  when  treat- 
ment of  patients  was  extended  into  the  National  Guard 
Armory.  An  electric  generator  from  a PDH  provided 
power  at  the  Dundee  Home  for  Senior  Citizens.  Another 
15  kw.  PDH  generator  was  mounted  on  a Tton  trailer 
and  used  for  short  periods  at  several  medical  facilities  in 
a three-county  area. 


TEXAS 

San  Antonio 

9-15-68  Disaster:  Collision  (monorail) 

Two  mini-trains  at  an  amusement  park  collided  during 
the  Hemisfair  '68  exposition.  There  were  44  injured  and 
2 deaths. 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  stored  at 
Bastrop,  Texas,  was  set  up  to  serve  as  the  Fair's  infir- 
mary. Several  physicians,  nurses,  and  paramedical 
personnel  responded  to  a call  for  help.  These  supple- 
mented the  infirmary's  on-duty  staff  to  put  the  Pack- 
aged Disaster  Hospital  into  action. 


VIRGIN  ISLANDS 

St.  Thomas  Island 

2-28-69  Disaster:  Flood 

Over  six  inches  of  rain  flooded  section  on  St.  Thomas 
Island.  Island  officials  had  an  urgent  need  for  emergency 
sleeping  quarters  and  bedding  materials  to  care  for  dis- 
placed families. 
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PHS  Assistance:  Supplies  from  a Packaged  Disaster 
Hospital  in  storage  at  St.  Thomas  were  used  to  billet  the 
people  affected. 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

South  Charleston 

7-23-68  Disaster:  Health  hazard  from  chlorine  gas 

An  explosion  in  a manufacturing  plant  caused  a break  in 
a pipeline  that  carried  chlorine  gas  for  food  processing. 
The  building  burned  and  the  chlorine  gas,  an  irritant 
substance  that  can  be  toxic  and  fatal,  continued  to  es- 
cape into  the  surrounding  community.  Over  1,000  resi- 
dents were  evacuated  from  the  danger  area  and  housed 
in  the  city's  civic  center,  schools,  and  churches. 


PHS  Assistance:  Two  Packaged  Disaster  Hospitals  from 
Kanawha  City  and  Charleston  supplied  cots  and  bedding 
for  the  evacuees. 

WISCONSIN 

Oshkosh 

11-21-68  Emergency:  Civil  disturbance 

A riot  occurred  on  the  campus  of  Oshkosh  State  Univer- 
sity. 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  in  storage 
at  Oshkosh  was  opened  to  supply  cots  and  blankets  for 
use  during  the  emergency. 
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JULY  1968  - JUNE  1969:  PHS  ASSISTANCE  DURING  NATURAL  DISASTERS 
AND  OTHER  EMERGENCIES 

(Does  not  include  disease  outbreaks,  epidemics,  and  threatened  epidemics) 


Location 

PL 

Disasters 

Casualties 

PHS  Resources  Used,  Released,  etc. 

8 

PHS 

7 

Total 

Dates 

Types 

Dead 

Sick  8t 

Hospital- 

Cots 

Blankets 

Other  Personnel 

5 

No. 

Injured 

ized 

Detailed 

California 

1 

Statewide 

X 

1&2/69 

Floods  & 

111 

3,592 

4,272 

5 generators  4-sanitary  engineers 

earth  slides 

1 10  pillows 

Florida 

2 

Central  part 

X 

10/68 

Hurricane 

Gladys 

3 

3 

1 

400 

Tallahassee 

4/69 

Civil 

disturbance 

50 

Iowa 

N.E.  counties 
Massachusetts 

X 

1 

2 

7/68 

Flood 

36* 

Pillows 

Webster 

1/69 

Fire 

(industrial) 

2 generators 

Burlington 

Mississippi 

1 

2/69 

Snowstorm 

200* 

320* 

Hazlehurst 

1/69 

Tornado 

31 

210 

67 

1 28  patients  used 
emergency  medical 
supplies  (HRDI) 

Nebraska 

1 

Broken  Bow 

1/69 

Search  (pri- 
vate plane 
crashed) 

6 

52 

60 

New  York 
Hempstead 
North  Carolina 

1 

1 

2/69 

Snowstorm 

15* 

Morven,  Wadesboro 
& Lilesville 

2/69 

Ice  Storm 

38* 

140* 

2 generators* 

Ohio 

2 

Akron 

7/68 

Civil 

disturbance 

20 

196* 

Lima 

1/69 

Explosions  & 
fires  (oil  line 
break) 

1 

1,200* 

1,200* 

Sheets 

Pennsylvania 

2 

Bradford 

12/68 

Plane  crash 

20 

27 

27 

60* 

Litters 

Bradford 
South  Carolina 

1 

1/69 

Plane  crash 

11 

17 

17 

15* 

N.E.  area 

2/69 

Ice  storm 

150 

140 

80  pillows 

(power  failure) 

2 generators 

Texas 

1 

San  Antonio 

9/68 

Collision 

1 

44 

13 

25 

40 

Set  up  a Pack- 

(monorail) 

aged  Disaster 
Hospital  (patients 
treated) 

Virgin  Islands 
St.  Thomas 
West  Virginia 

1 

1 

2/69 

Flood 

101* 

So.  Charleston 
Wisconsin 

1 

7/68 

Chlorine  gas 

350 

57 

200 

400 

Oshkosh 

11/68 

Civil 

disturbance 

100* 

100* 

*Use  not  authorized  in  advance. 
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JULY  1968  - JUNE  1969;  PHS  ASSISTANCE  DURING  DISEASE  OUTBREAKS,  EPIDEMICS, 

AND  THREATENED  EPIDEMICS 


Location 

Date 

Episode* 

Disease 

Casualties 

Personnel 

Detailed 

Cases 

Hospitalized 

Deaths 

Alabama 

Auburn  — Opelika 

8/68 

DO 

Malaria 

4 

NCDC  team 

Camden 

10/68 

TE 

Echinococcosis 

1 

NCDC  team 

Alaska 

Anchorage 

8/68 

E 

Trichinosis 

3 

NCDC  t^am 

Anchorage  Borough 

10/68 

E 

Rubella 

7 

NCDC  team 

Klukwan 

11/68 

E 

Hepatitis 

2 

1 

NCDC  team 

Elmendorf  Air  Force  Base 

11/68 

E 

Influenza,  Hong  Kong 

51 

NCDC  team 

Homer 

11/68 

Hepatitis 

15 

NCDC  team 

Anchorage 

2/69 

E 

Influenza 

719 

NCDC  team 

Bethel 

4/69 

Viral  pneumonia 

20 

20 

NCDC  team 

Wrangell 

4/69 

Meningoencephalitis 

4 

NCDC  team 

Bethel 

6/69 

Aseptic  meningitis 

50 

8 

NCDC  team 

Anchorage  (a  sports  area) 

6/69 

DO 

Carbon  monoxide  poisoning 

171 

NCDC  team 

Arizona 

Navaho  Indian  Reservation 

7/68 

TE 

Plague 

1 

1 

NCDC  team 

Nogales 

9/68 

Hepatitis 

6 

NCDC  team 

Indian  Health  Hospital 

11/68 

E 

Gastroenteritis 

15 

3 

Bisbee 

11/68 

E 

Influenza 

151 

NCDC  team 

Winslow 

2/69 

E 

Hepatitis 

10 

NCDC  team 

Maricopa  County 

4/69 

E 

Salmonellosis 

25 

19 

NCDC  team 

California 

Los  Angeles  (a  hospital) 

8/68 

E 

Nosocomial  infection 

46 

NCDC  team 

(hospital-acquired  infection) 

Ingo  County 

8/68 

TE 

Anthrax 

1 

(animal- 

NCDC  team 

176) 

Los  Angeles 

2/69 

DO 

Malignant  disease  cluster 

2-human 

NCDC  team 

1-animal 

Los  Angeles  County 

4/69 

DO 

Salmonellosis 

15 

NCDC  team 

Colorado 

Delta 

3/69 

DO 

Botulism-suspected 

4 

2 

NCDC  team 

Denver 

4/69 

DO 

Botulism 

6 

NCDC  team 

District  of  Columbia 

Washington,  D.C.  Jr.  Village 

4/69 

E 

Rubella 

23 

10 

NCDC  team 

Florida 

Manatee  County 

9/68 

Rabies  study  — wildlife 

35 

NCDC  team 

11/68 

African  sleeping  sickness 

1 

NCDC  team 

Georgia 

Fort  Stewart 

8/68 

DO 

Malaria 

1 

NCDC  team 

Meat  packing  plant 

9/68 

DO 

Brucellosis 

13 

NCDC  team 

Bibb  County 

9/68 

DO 

Salmonellosis 

13 

NCDC  team 

Atlanta  (a  hospital) 

5/69 

DO 

Nosocomial  infection 

7 

NCDC  team 

(hospital-acquired  infection) 

Kennesaw 

6/69 

DO 

Toxoplasmosis 

5 

NCDC  team 

Idaho 

Salmon 

10/68 

DO 

Bubonic  plague  — suspected 

1 

NCDC  team 

Illinois 

Chicago 

7/68 

E 

Hepatitis 

23 

3 

NCDC  team 

Saline  County 

9/68 

DO 

St.  Louis  Encephalitis 

4 

1 

NCDC  team 

Kansas 

Butler  County 

7/68 

E 

Pneumonia 

5 

NCDC  team 

Elk  County 

10/68 

DO 

Human  rabies 

1 

NCDC  team 

Prarie  Village 

11/68 

E 

Gastroenteritis 

13 

NCDC  team 

Maryland 

East  Baltimore 

7/68 

DO 

Hand,  foot,  and  mouth  disease 

9 

NCDC  team 

Baltimore  (a  hospital) 

10/68 

E 

Nosocomial  septicemia 

50 

NCDC  team 

(hospital-acquired  septicemia) 

5/69 

DO 

Psittacosis 

4 

NCDC  team 

Massachusetts 

7/68 

DO 

Salmonellosis 

33 

1 

NCDC  team 

Michigan 

Pontiac 

7/68 

DO 

Obscure  febrile  disease 

60 

NCDC  team 

Minnesota 

Winona 

9/68 

DO 

California  encephalitis 

50 

NCDC  team 

Missouri 

Kansas  City 

7/68 

TE 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

1 

NCDC  team 

Grandview 

11/68 

E 

Influenza 

100 

NCDC  team 

Kansas  City 

2/69 

E 

Influenza,  Hong  Kong 

1,000 

NCDC  team 

Kansas  City 

2/69 

Falciparum  malaria 

1 

NCDC  team 
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JULY  1968  - JUNE  1969:  PHS  ASSISTANCE  DURING  DISEASE  OUTBREAKS,  EPIDEMICS 
AND  THREATENED  EPIDEMICS  (Continued) 


Location 

Date 

Episode 

Disease 

Casualties 

Personnel 

Detailed 

Cases 

Hospitalized 

Deaths 

St.  Louis  la  hospital) 

2/69 

DO 

Pseudomonas  infection 

6 

2 

NCDC  team 

St.  Louis  (two  hospitals) 

2/69 

DO 

Aseptic  meningitis 

31 

NCDC  team 

Nebraska 

Omaha 

7/68 

E 

Salmonellosis 

8 

4 

NCDC  team 

Kearney 

11/68 

DO 

Typhoid  fever 

4 

2 

NCDC  team 

Omaha  (a  hospital) 

12/68 

DO 

Possible  outbreak  — 

28 

NCDC  team 

Mima  Polymorpha 

New  Jersey 

T renton 

8/68 

Encephalitis 

12 

6 

NCDC  team 

8/68 

E 

Eastern  encephalitis 

1 1-human 

6 

NCDC  team 

1 1 3-horses 

Fort  Dix 

1/69 

DO 

Leprosy  — suspect  case 

1 

NCDC  team 

New  Mexico 

Albuquerque 

6/69 

E 

Plague 

1 

1 

NCDC  team 

New  York 

Hampton 

2/69 

DO 

Salmonellosis 

13 

NCDC  team 

Governors  Island 

4/69 

DO 

Measles 

97 

NCDC  team 

North  Carolina 

Charlotte 

8/68 

DO 

Botulism  — suspect  case 

1 

NCDC  team 

North  Dakota  & Minnesota 

1/69 

DO 

Multiple  myeloma 

7 

NCDC  team 

Ohio 

Dayton 

10/68 

DO 

Shigellosis 

100 

NCDC  team 

Norwalk  (elementary  school) 

11/68 

E 

Winter  vomiting  disease 

236 

NCDC  team 

Columbus  (elementary  sch.) 
Or69on 

12/68 

E 

Winter  vomiting  disease 

100 

NCDC  team 

Prineville 

5/69 

DO 

Shigellosis 

47 

Puerto  Rico 

Caguas 

8/68 

DO 

Schistosomiasis 

10 

2 

NCDC  team 

San  Juan 

2/69 

Smallpox 

1 

NCDC  team 

Tennessee 

Memphis  (research  hospital) 

8/68 

DO 

Pneumocystis  carinii 

6 

1 

NCDC  team 

Pneumonia 

Memphis 

Texas 

8/68 

DO 

Aseptic  meningitis 

70 

30 

NCDC  team 

Dallas  (a  hospital) 

9/68 

E 

Neonatal  pseudomonas 

13 

NCDC  team 

infection 

Austin,  Travis  County 

10/68 

DO 

Diphtheria 

62 

NCDC  team 

Vermont 

Orange  County  (summer  camp) 

7/68 

DO 

Gastroenteritis 

46 

NCDC  team 

(Girls'  College) 

10/68 

E 

Streptococcal  pharyngitis 

171 

27 

NCDC  team 

Burlington 

11/68 

E 

Influenza 

92 

NCDC  team 

Virginia 

Richmond 

8/68 

TE 

Amebic  meningoencephalitis 

1 

NCDC  team 

Wyoming 

Lander 

10/68 

E 

Influenza 

50 

NCDC  team 

Casper  (meat  packing  plant) 

2/69 

DO 

Anthrax 

1 

NCDC  team 

Foreign  countries 

Bahamas 

6/69 

E 

Resort  diarrhea 

700 

NCDC  team 

Bolivia 

9/68 

Hemorrhagic  exanthem 

56 

2 

NCDC  team 

Ecuador 

5/69 

Encephalitis 

2,000 

200 

300 

NCDC  team 

Honduras 

9/68 

E 

Malaria 

250 

NCDC  team 

* DO  — Disease  outbreak 


* TE  — Threatened  epidemic 

* E — Epidemic 


Source:  National  Communicable  Disease  Center,  U.S.  Public  Health  Service,  Atlanta,  Georgia  30333 
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Part  III : Disasters  During  the  Period  July  1,  1969  — June  30,  1970 


Organization  for  this  section  is  the  same  as  that  found  in  Parts  I and  II.  There  were  28  disasters  and  major  emergencies 
for  which  PHS  assistance  was  requested.  These  included: 

hurricane  - flood  (2);  tornado  - flood  (2);  floods  (11);  tornadoes  (2);  snowstorms  (2);  subfreezing 
weather  (1);  forest  fire  (1);  explosion-gasoline  truck  (1);  explosion-train  wreck  (1);  chlorine  gas 
accident  (1);  automobile  wreck  (1);  May  Day  demonstration  (1);  music  festival  injuries  (1);  food 
poisoning  (1 ). 

The  Public  Health  Service  also  assisted  in  controlling  105  disease  outbreaks,  epidemics,  and  threatened  epidemics. 

ALASKA 


Kenai  Peninsula 

8-18-69  Disaster:  Forest  fire 

A forest  fire  on  or  about  August  18  occurred  in  areas 
close  to  Soldatna,  Kenai,  and  Sterling.  Residents  of  the 
first  two  towns  were  evacuated  to  shelters  set  up  in  six 
schools  in  the  Kenai  area.  Some  1,500  firefighters  with 
85  bulldozers  were  on  hand  to  control  the  fire. 

PHS  Assistance:  Over  1,200  cots  and  1,600  blankets 
from  PHS  stocks  at  Elmendorf  Air  Force  Base  were  sent 
to  school  shelters  for  the  use  of  evacuees. 

ARKANSAS 

Lake  City 

T8-70  Disaster:  Severe  subfreezing  weather 

Cold  weather  with  temperatures  near  zero  hit  Arkansas 
communities  in  early  January.  A gas  shortage  in  many 
areas  of  the  State  reached  critical  proportions  in  Lake 
City  where  many  homes  had  inadequate  heating.  Many 
of  the  affected  families  were  housed  temporarily  in  the 
school  gymnasium. 

PHS  Assistance:  Cots  and  blankets  were  made  available 
to  families  exposed  to  the  freezing  weather. 

CALIFORNIA 

Northern  Counties 

February,  1970  Disaster:  Severe  storms  and  flooding 
PL  875  declaration:  2-16-70  & 7-3-70 
Allocation:  $26,400,000 


Counties  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State  were  declared 
disaster  areas  because  of  extensive  damage  caused  by 
severe  storms  and  floods.  Community  facilities  affected 
were:  water  transmission  lines,  water  treatment  plants, 
private  water  wells,  sewage  treatment  plants,  and  sewage 
lagoons.  Counties  that  suffered  extensive  damage 
were:  Butte,  Colusa,  Glenn,  Lassen,  Marin,  Modoc, 
Plimas,  Siskiyou,  Sutter,  Trinity,  Yuba,  and  Lake. 

PHS  Assistance:  Sanitary  engineers  helped  in 
chlorination  activities. 

CONNECTICUT 

New  Haven 

5-1-70  Disaster:  May  Day  weekend  demonstration 

A planned  demonstration  by  several  militant  national 
groups  was  expected  to  bring  25,000  to  35,000  outsiders 
to  the  campus  of  Yale  University.  The  incident  that 
began  May  1 had  to  be  called  off  on  May  2 when  police 
used  riot  control  gases  to  squelch  increasing  violence. 
However,  action  by  local  officials  coupled  with  an  assist 
from  more  rational  participants  kept  tensions  at  a 
minimum  with  only  a handful  of  minor  injuries. 

PHS  Assistance:  Preplanning  by  community  officials 
included  borrowing  cots  and  blankets  from  a Packaged 
Disaster  Hospital  stored  in  Wallingford. 

ILLINOIS 

Freeport 

7-1-69  Disaster:  Flood 

PL  875  declaration:  8-30-69  & 1-7-70 
Allocation:  $2,000,000 
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LOUISIANA 


The  Pecatonica  River  overflowed  its  banks  and 
Stephenson  County  residents  in  and  about  Freeport 
were  affected. 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  stored  in 
Freeport  supplied  cots  and  blankets  for  displaced 
persons  who  were  provided  shelter  in  the  local  armory. 

Crescent  City 

6-21-70  Disaster;  Train  wreck  and  explosions 

A 108-car  train  was  derailed  in  downtown  Crescent  City 
at  6:30  a.m.,  Sunday.  Of  1 5 derailed  cars  that  contained 
liquid  propane  gasoline,  15  subsequently  exploded  or 
burned.  After  the  first  explosion  at  6:45  a.m.,  all  550 
residents  of  the  town  were  evacuated.  Seven  other 
explosions  occurred  later.  The  intense  heat  hampered 
firefighting,  so  the  fires  were  allowed  to  continue.  The 
entire  business  district  and  15  homes  were  destroyed, 
plus  major  damage  to  other  residences.  Utilities  were 
temporarily  inoperable  until  the  fire  was  brought  under 
control  about  36  hours  later. 

PHS  Assistance;  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital,  stored  at 
Ashkum,  was  used  to  supply  cots  for  23  families  (75 
persons)  who  were  given  temporary  shelter  in  the 
Iriquois  - Crescent  High  School. 

KENTUCKY 


Southeastern  Area 


12-30-69  Disaster:  Flood 

PL  875  declaration:  2-2-70 
Allocation:  $750,000 

Heavy  rainfall  coupled  with  melting  snow  in 
Southeastern  Kentucky,  especially  in  Harlan  and  Bell 
Counties,  forced  hundreds  of  people  to  be  evacuated 
from  their  homes.  One  death  from  drowning  occurred 
when  a bridge  collapsed  in  Middleboro. 

PHS  Assistance:  Packaged  Disaster  Hospitals  stored  in 
Middleboro  and  Harlan  were  used  to  help  victims 
sheltered  in  local  armories. 


Gulf  Coast  Area 

8-17-69  Disaster:  Hurricane  Camille 

PL  875  declaration:  8-19-69,  1 1-7-69,  & 1-6-70 
Allocation:  $15,000,000 

Hurricane  Camille  struck  the  Gulf  Coast  on  August  17, 
1969  and  left  a shambles  along  a 55-mile  shoreline.  It 
has  been  called  the  most  vicious  and  destructive  force  of 
wind  and  water  ever  recorded  in  the  Western 
Hemisphere.  In  some  places  the  tidal  surge  plunged 
inland  for  miles.  Louisiana  was  hit  first  and  levees  burst 
along  the  Mississippi  River.  The  storm  veered  northeast 
through  Mississippi  and  continued  eastward  through 
Virginia  and  West  Virginia,  where  it  dumped  torrential 
rains  everywhere  and  flooded  the  James  River  basin. 

Effective  early  warnings  enabled  mass  evacuation  to 
occur  along  the  Gulf  Coast.  This  helped  to  keep 
casualties  down.  Winds  as  high  as  210  miles  per  hour 
splintered  thousands  of  homes.  A deluge  of  water  added 
to  the  destruction  and  wiped  out  communications,  gas, 
water,  and  electrical  systems.  Buddenly  there  were  acute 
sanitation  and  other  health  problems.  Hospitals  were 
forced  to  ride  out  the  storm,  and  lost  quantities  of  drugs 
and  other  medical  supplies.  At  least  seven  fatalities  were 
reported,  plus  additional  persons  missing.  $ick  and 
injured  numbered  several  thousand,  plus  added 
thousands  with  minor  injuries. 

PH$  Assistance:  The  total  worth  of  PH$  aid  in  the 
aftermath  of  Camille's  destruction  exceeded  $1  million. 
Of  the  medical  teams  made  available,  not  all  were 
utilized.  In  areas  where  local  resources  were  exhausted 
quickly,  the  following  items  from  the  PHS  emergency 
medical  stockpile  got  instant  use:  portable  electric 
generators,  cots,  blankets,  and  pharmaceuticals.  (See 
Mississippi). 


New  Orleans 

3-24-70  Disaster;  Chlorine  gas  accident 

A fire  and  chlorine  gas  accident  occurred  at  Jackson 
Barracks.  After  receiving  emergency  medical  care  at  the 
scene  of  the  accident,  about  25  persons  were  evacuated 
to  local  medical  facilities  for  follow-up  treatment. 
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PHS  Assistance:  The  PHS  Hospital  at  New  Orleans 
dispatched  a 4-man  mobile  medical  disaster  team  in 
response  to  a request  for  aid  from  the  New  Orleans 
Police  Department. 

MAINE 

Statewide 

12-26-69  Disaster:  Floods 

PL  875  declaration:  2-27-70 
Allocation:  $2,000,000 

All  16  counties  in  Maine  suffered  floods  caused  by  ice 
jams  in  over  a dozen  rivers,  from  12-26-69  to  2-27-70. 
Most  reported  damage  dealt  with  water  supply  and 
sewerage  systems. 

PHS  Assistance:  Sanitary  engineers  and  sanitarians 
worked  with  State  and  local  officials  on  damage  and 
possible  health  hazards. 

MICHIGAN 

Hastings 

4-1-70  Disaster:  Snowstorm 

An  unexpected  heavy  snowstorm  hit  the  Michigan  area. 
Stranded  travellers  included  two  bus  loads  of  high  school 
students  from  East  Aurora,  Illinois. 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  that  was 
stored  in  Hastings  was  opened  to  supply  cots  and  blan- 
kets for  the  use  of  students  who  were  given  shelter  in  the 
gymnasium  of  the  local  high  school. 

MINNESOTA 

North-central 

8-6-69  Disaster:  Tornadoes 

PL  875  declaration:  8-5-69,  8-14-69,  2-2-70,  & 2-17-70 
Allocation:  $5,175,000 

A series  of  tornadoes  swept  across  a 100-mile  area  in 
Cass,  Crow  Wing,  and  St.  Louis  Counties.  There  were 
seven  confirmed  touchdowns,  five  of  which  hit  the 


communities  of  Backus,  Pine  River,  Emily,  Duluth,  and 
Outing.  The  greatest  damage  occurred  at  Outing  where 
two  resorts' on  Roosevelt  Lake  were  levelled  to  the 
ground,  causing  13  casualties.  Nafional  Guard  troops 
were  on  duty  for  24  hours  to  discourage  looters  and 
sight-seers. 

PHS  Assistance:  Cots  and  blankets  from  a Packaged 
Disaster  Hospital  that  was  stored  at  Brainerd  were  sent 
to  a hospital  in  Crosby  to  care  for  injured  there. 

MISSISSIPPI 

Gulf  Coast 

8-17-69  Disaster:  Hurricane  Camille 

PL  875  declaration:  8-21-69  & 1-6-70 
Allocation:  $51,000,000 

Camille  was  the  greatest  disaster  to  strike  a land  area  in 
modern  history.  Local  resources  were  not  fully  able  to 
cope  with  the  situation.  Communications  were  few,  un- 
dependable, and  overloaded.  There  were  problems  in 
electric  power,  water  supply,  sewage  disposal,  sanitation 
and  other  health  considerations,  food,  welfare,  trans- 
portation, and  equipment.  At  least  138  dead  were  re- 
ported, hundreds  were  injured,  and  200,000  left 
homeless. 

The  emergency  offered  a total  challenge  to  resources 
both  in  and  out  of  the  States  affected.  Health  problems 
were  monumental.  Sewage  and  water  supply  systems 
needed  rebuilding.  All  kinds  of  debris  had  to  be  removed 
to  make  streets  and  roads  passable.  Decaying  animal  car- 
casses had  to  be  disposed  of.  Rat,  flies,  and  mosquito 
control  programs  had  to  be  initiated. 


PHS  Assistance:  PHS  personnel  were  sent  to  all  areas  hit 
by  Camille  to  work  with  State  and  local  health  authori- 
ties. Hospital  and  clinical  facilities  and  supplies  were 
made  available.  PHS  emergency  hospitals  [Packaged 
Disaster  Hospitals  and  Natural  Disaster  Hospitals)  stored 
at  points  within  the  State  were  put  into  use.  Cots  and 
blankets  were  released  from  the  Public  Health  Service 
emergency  medical  supply  depot  at  Prarie  and  a sub 
depot  at  Camp  Beauregard.  Mobile  disaster  medical 
teams  were  alerted.  About  163  portable  electric  genera 
tors  were  used  to  supply  power  to  hospitals  and  other 
vital  installations. 
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Personnel  helped  to  obtain  critically  needed  medical  sup- 
plies and  equipment.  Engineers  and  sanitarians  assisted 
in  estimating  damages  and  sanitation  requirements.  In- 
secticides and  spraying  equipment  were  used  to  help 
reduce  the  health  threat  associated  with  flies  and  mos- 
quitoes. (See  Louisiana.) 

NEW  YORK 

Liberty 

7- 31-69  Disaster:  Flood 

PL  875  declaration:  8-26-69 

Allocation:  $515,000 

Heavy  rains  and  flooding  hit  Sullivan  County  in  and 
around  the  town  of  Liberty.  A sewage  treatment  plant 
under  construction  at  the  time  and  the  area's  water 
system  suffered  some  flood  damage. 

PHS  Assistance:  A sanitary  engineer  was  assigned  to 
assess  the  situation. 

Liberty 

8- 16-69  Disaster:  Music  festival  injuries 

A two-day  music  festival  brought  considerable  debris  as 
well  as  people.  Broken  bottles  and  sharp  edges  of  cans 
caused  a rash  of  flesh  cuts  which  required  first  aid  that 
was  supplemented  with  tetanus  antitoxin  injections. 

PHS  Assistance:  Cots,  blankets,  and  the  tetanus  shots 
were  supplied  from  a Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  in  stor- 
age at  Liberty. 

Warsaw 

8-29-69  Disaster:  Gasoline  truck  explosion 

A collision  between  a passenger  automobile  and  a gaso- 
line truck  caused  the  latter  to  explode  and  burn  four 
houses.  Two  persons  died.  Excess  gasoline  that  drained 
into  the  sewer  system  brought  about  a series  of  flash 
fires  and  explosions  throughout  the  village. 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  stored  at 
Wyoming  was  opened  to  supply  cots  and  blankets  for 
the  use  of  persons  temporarily  housed  in  the  Warsaw 
High  School. 


OHIO 

Northern  Area 

7-4-69  Disaster:  Tornado  and  flood 

PL  875  declaration : 7-1 5-69  ■ & 1 -5-70 
Allocation:  $5,500,000 

Over  100-mile-an-hour  winds,  followed  by  three  tor- 
nadoes and  heavy  rain,  swept  through  a 14-county  area 
of  Ohio  from  Toledo  on  the  west  to  the  Pennsylvania 
border  on  the  east.  Communities  70  miles  inland  were 
affected.  Casualty  figures  showed  36  dead  and  250  sick 
and  injured.  Sixteen  deaths  were  attributed  to  falling 
power  lines. 

Dozens  of  people  were  trapped  in  boats  on  Lake  Erie. 
Many  injuries  occurred  in  metropolitan  Cleveland  where 
the  Lakewood  Hospital  became  the  prime  emergency 
facility  in  the  area.  A large  number  of  tourists  had  to  get 
emergency  lodging.  Electric  power  was  disrupted  in  an 
estimated  200,000  homes.  Water  reservoirs  in  Norwalk, 
Ashland,  and  Wooster  broke  and  flooded  the  surround- 
ing areas.  Several  other  pumping  stations  were  made 
inoperable. 

PHS  Assistance:  Ten  Packaged  Disaster  Hospitals  were 
used.  These  were  stored  at  Millersburg,  North  Madison, 
Orville,  Brewster,  Clyde,  Freemont,  Sandusky, 
Vermillion,  and  Huron  in  Ohio.  A PDH  in  storage  at 
Louisville,  Kentucky  also  was  opened.  There  were  sev- 
eral cases  of  viral  encephalitis  so  the  whole  area  was 
sprayed  with  malathion  to  handle  the  related  mosquito 
problem. 

OKLAHOMA 


Henryetta 

12-31-69  Disaster:  Blizzard 

Travellers  and  others  were  stranded  at  several  points 
when  snow  and  high  winds  hit  the  State. 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  in  storage 
at  Henryetta  was  opened  to  supply  cots  and  blankets  as 
part  of  the  aid  given  to  those  caught  in  the  storm. 
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PENNSYLVANIA 

Poconos  Area 

7-28-69  Disaster:  Flash  flood 

PL  875  declaration:  8-19-69 
Allocation:  $1,250,000 

Heavy  thunderstorms  lashed  the  Stroudsburg  section  in 
the  Poconos  Mountains,  climaxing  more  than  a week  of 
rainfall  that  spawned  widespread  flooding.  Hundreds 
were  forced  to  flee  from  camps  and  resorts  as  creek 
levels  rose  steadily.  Several  water  dams  either  crumbled 
or  received  extensive  damage.  Small  streams  spilled  over 
farmlands,  creating  huge  lakes.  Many  roads  were  blocked 
by  slides.  Resort  hotels  were  used  as  emergency  shelters 
for  victims  of  the  flood. 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  was 
opened  in  Stroudsburg  to  supply  cots  and  blankets  for 
flood  victims. 

TENNESSEE 

Crossville 

3-19-70  Disaster:  Food  poisoning 

An  outbreak  of  food  poisoning  felled  40  persons  at  the 
Pikesville  State  Vocational  Training  School.  The  small 
Pikesville  Hospital  could  care  for  only  10  of  the  victims, 
so  the  remainder  had  to  be  transported  35  miles  to  the 
Cumberland  Medical  Center  at  Crossville.  When  the  30 
emergency  cases  arrived  at  Crossville  the  hospital  was 
found  to  be  at  full-bed  capacity.  An  emergency  was  de- 
clared and  the  hospital's  disaster  plan  was  put  into 
action. 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  stored  at 
Crossville  was  used  to  provide  supplies  that  were  needed 
to  cope  with  the  emergency. 

TEXAS 


PHS  Assistance:  Hospital  Reserve  Disaster  Inventory 
(HRD!)  emergency  medical  supplies  were  used  to  treat 
the  injured. 

West  Texas 

4- 17-70  Disaster:  Tornado 

A tornado  that  struck  western  Texas  about  10:40  p.m. 
left  an  estimated  S8-10  million  destruction  in  its  wake. 
There  were  26  known  dead  and  255  sick  and  injured. 
About  40  physicians  were  kept  busy  providing  treatment 
in  1 5 hospitals. 

PHS  Assistance:  Personnel  went  to  the  area  to  assess  the 
damage. 

Lubbock  et  al. 

5- 1 1-70  & 5-1 5-70  Disaster:  Tornadoes  - Flood 

PL  875  declaration:  5-13-70 

Allocation:  S6,000,000 

A tornado  struck  counties  in  the  Lubbock  area  about 
9:30  p.m.  on  May  1 1.  Twenty-three  were  killed  and  over 
1,000  injured.  Two  days  later  the  President  declared 
Texas  a major  disaster  area,  as  a result  of  tornadoes  and 
a windstorm  on  April  17-18,  and  the  devastating  tornado 
in  the  Lubbock  area  on  May  11.  Counties  affected 
were:  Lubbock,  Hockley,  Cochran,  Swisher,  Parmer, 
Lamb,  Hale,  Gray,  Donley,  and  Briscoe.  Then  floods 
struck  San  Marcos  on  May  1 4-1 5,  so  that  on  June  26  the 
President  amended  his  earlier  declaration  to  include 
Hays  County  in  the  designated  disaster  area. 

PHS  Assistance:  Several  sanitary  engineers  went  to  the 
area  to  assess  potential  hazards  to  the  public's  health. 

VERMONT 

Southeastern  Section 

Disaster:  Floods 


7-28-69 


Anson 


PL  875  declaration:  8-30-69 


2-25-70  Disaster:  Automobile  wreck 

Two  victims  of  the  accident  were  sent  to  the  local 
hospital. 


Allocation:  S400,000 

Windham  and  Windsor  Counties  received  about  five 
inches  of  rainfall  on  July  28-29  that  caused  flash  floods 
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in  many  communities.  Water,  storm,  and  sewer  lines 
were  damaged. 

PHS  Assistance:  A sanitary  engineer  provided  on-site  in- 
spection of  some  of  the  communities  that  were  affected. 

VIRGINIA 

James  River  Basin 

8-19-69  Disaster:  Severe  rainstorm  and  floods 

PL  875  declaration:  8-23-69  & 1-5-70 
Allocation:  $3,700,000 

Heavy  rains  caused  serious  flooding  along  the  James 
River  and  its  tributaries  in  central  Virginia.  This  was  an 
aftermath  to  the  destruction  caused  by  Hurricane 
Camille  along  the  Gulf  Coast.  There  were  114  reported 
fatalities.  Over  100  bridges  were  lost  and  many 
washed-out  roads  were  unable  to  take  traffic.  Damages 
estimated  at  $102  million  included  considerable  housing; 
community  water  supply  systems  and  sewerage  systems; 
livestock,  farm  products  and  other  foods;  chemicals  and 
other  industrial  materials.  There  was  an  immediate  need 
for  protective  health  and  sanitation  measures  such  as 
burying  dead  animals,  destroying  decayed  food,  re- 
placing contaminated  drugs  and  foods,  and  providing 
emergency  potable  water  supplies. 

PH$  Assistance:  Personnel  went  to  the  area  to  assess  the 
damage  and  help  with  remedial  measures.  Cots  and  blan- 
kets were  obtained  from  the  PH$  Emergency  Medical 
$upply  Depot  at  Richmond.  Of  43  emergency  hospitals 
stored  in  Virginia,  the  following  were  some  of  those 
used:  Packaged  Disaster  Hospitals  at  Amherst,  Bedford, 
Buena  Vista,  Clifton  Forge,  and  Richmond.  An  emer- 
gency water  purification  system  was  set  up  at  Schuyler. 
Water  purification  tablets,  tetanus  toxoid,  and  other 
medical  supplies  were  made  available.  Insecticides  were 
supplied. 

Southwest  Area 

12-30-69  Disaster:  Flood 


Floods  occurred  in  Southwest  Virginia,  mainly  Scott  and 
Lee  Counties.  Heavy  rains  and  melting  snow  caused 
streams  to  rise  with  little  or  no  warning.  Families  were 
evacuated  from  their  homes  and  given  temporary  hous- 
ing in  schools  at  Fort  Blackmore  and  Gate  City. 

PHS  Assistance:  A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  stored  at 
Bristol  was  opened  to  assist  displaced  persons. 

WEST  VIRGINIA 

Southeast 

8-20-69  Disaster:  Flood 

PL  875  declaration:  9-3-69 
Allocation:  $450,000 

A severe  storm  (backlash  from  Hurricane  Camille)  that 
struck  Greenbrier  and  Nicholas  Counties  caused  ex- 
tensive flooding.  Water  treatment  plants,  water  distribu- 
tion systems,  and  sewage  disposal  plants  were  damaged. 
Stagnant  water  and  debris  provided  breeding  grounds  for 
mosquitoes  and  rats. 

PHS  Assistance:  Personnel  were  sent  to  examine  possi- 
ble health  hazards. 


South-central  Area 

12-30-69  Disaster:  Flood 

Heavy  rainfall  and  melting  snow  caused  flooding  in  a 
9-county  area,  primarily  Boone,  Logan,  Mingo,  and 
Wyoming  Counties.  Some  families  were  evacuated  from 
their  homes  to  shelters  set  up  in  local  schools.  Two  occu- 
pants of  an  automobile  drowned  when  a landslide  in 
Raleigh  County  pushed  the  vehicle  into  a flood-swollen 
creek. 

PHS  Assistance:  Personnel  (2)  were  sent  to  help  assess 
damage  that  included  water  supply  and  sewerage  system 
problems. 


40 


JULY  1969  - JUNE  1970;  PHS  ASSISTANCE  DURING  NATURAL  DISASTERS 
AND  OTHER  EMERGENCIES 

(Does  not  include  disease  outbreaks,  epidemics,  and  threatened  epidemics) 


PL 

Disasters 

Casualties 

PHS  Resources  Used,  Released, 

etc. 

Location 

8 

PHS 

7 

Total 

Dates 

Types  Dead  Sick  & 

Hospital- 

Cots 

Blankets 

Other 

Personnel 

5 

No. 

Injured 

ized 

Detailed 

Alaska 

1 

Kenai  Peninsula 

8/69 

Forest  fire 

1,284 

1,648 

Arkansas 

1 

Lake  City 

1/70 

Sub-freezing 

weather 

187 

366 

California 

1 

Northern 

X 

2/70 

Severe  storms 

1 -sanitary  engineer 

counties 

and  flooding 

Connecticut 

1 

New  Haven 

5/70 

May  Day 
demonstration 

7 

26 

26 

Illinois 

2 

FreepKjrt 

X 

7/69 

Flood 

200 

Crescent  City 

6/70 

Train  wreck 

73 

5 

150 

and  explosions 

Kentucky 

X 

1 

12/69 

Flood 

1 

148 

40 

2-public  health  advisors 

Louisiana 

2 

Gulf  Coast 

X 

8/69 

Hurricane 

2,275 

2,435 

2-generators 

Disaster  team 

Camille 

Medical  supplies 

New  Orleans 

3/70 

Chlorine  gas 

4-M.D.  (Mobile  medical 

accident 

disaster  team) 

Maine 

1 

Statewide 

X 

12/69 

Floods 

4-sanitary  engineers 
2-sanitarians 

Michigan 

Hastings 

Minnesota 

1 

1 

4/70 

Snowstorm 

88 

88 

North-central 

Mississippi 

X 

1 

8/69 

Tornadoes  14 

157 

98 

62 

Gulf  coast 

X 

8/69 

Hurricane  138  8^97 

528 

5,366 

15,080 

1 25-generators 

23-total  (sanitary 

Camille- 

Medical  supplies 

engineers,  sanitarians, 
& M.D.) 

New  York 

3 

Liberty 

X 

7/69 

Flood 

1 -sanitary  engineer 

Liberty 

8/69 

Injuries  at  1 

100 

50 

50 

Tetanus  antitoxin 

music  festival 

Warsaw 

8/69 

Gasoline  truck  2 

28 

28 

explosion 

Ohio 

1 

Northern  area 

X 

7/69 

Tornado  - 36 

250 

1,057 

718 

2-generators 

Flood 

Sheets,  pillows, 
mosquito  spray 

Oklahoma 

Henryetta 

Pennsylvania 

1 

1 

12/69 

Blizzard 

75 

40 

Poconos 

Tennessee 

X 

1 

7/69 

Flash  flood 

200 

200 

Crossville 

3/70 

Food 

40 

30 

30 

3 

poisoning 

Texas 

3 

Anson 

2/70 

Automobile 

2 

Emergency  medical 

wreck 

supplies 

Western  part 

4/70 

Tornado  26 

235 

120 

1 -public  health  advisor 

Lubbock  area 

X 

5/70 

Tornadoes  - 23 

1,000 

4-sanitary  engine  ers  & 
2-public  health  advisors 

Vermont 

1 

Southeast 

Virginia 

X 

2 

7/69 

Floods 

1 -sanitary  er>gineer 

James  River 

X 

8/69 

Rainstorm-  114 

102 

2,408 

2,400 

1 -generator 

2M.D. 

Basin 

floods 

Medical  $up>plies 

2- sanitarian. 

9*ianitary  er>gir>eers 

3- pubhc  health  edvisort 

Southwest 
West  Virginia 

2 

12/69 

Flood 

100 

200 

1 -public  health  xfvisor 

Southeast 

X 

8/69 

Flood  2 

2-public  health  advisort 

South-central 

12/69 

Flood 

1 -public  health  acS  vh 
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JULY  1969  - JUNE  1970:  PHS  ASSISTANCE  DURING  DISEASE  OUTBREAKS,  EPIDEMICS, 

AND  THREATENED  EPIDEMICS 


Casualties  Personnel 

Location  Date  Episode*  Disease  Detailed 


Cases 

Hospitalized 

Deaths 

Alabama 

Mobile 

Alaska 

10/69 

DO 

"Daphne  sore" 

21 

CDC  Team 

Bethel 

7/69 

DO 

Aseptic  meningitis 

108 

CDC  Team 

Matanuska  Valley 

8/69 

DO 

Avian  schistosomiasis 

25 

CDC  Team 

Tunnak 

8/69 

E 

Salmonella  enteritidis 

93 

16 

CDC  Team 

Fort  Richardson 

9/69 

DO 

Acute  gastroenteritis 

17 

CDC  Team 

Kotzebue 

9/69 

E 

Asceptic  meningitis 

160 

CDC  Team 

Anchorage 

11/69 

TE 

Influenza-like  illness 

28 

CDC  Team 

Homer 

12/69 

E 

Hong  Kong  influenza 

128 

CDC  Team 

Anchorage 

1/70 

TE 

Infectious  hepatitis 

15 

CDC  Team 

Emmonak 

1/70 

DO 

Shigellosis 

33 

CDC  Team 

Anchorage 

Arizona 

2/70 

TE 

Probable  infectious  hepatitis 

2 

CDC  Team 

Maricopa  County 

7/69 

TE 

Diphtheria 

18 

3 

CDC  Team 

Arkansas 

6/70 

E 

Hepatitis 

85 

15 

CDC  Team 

California 

12/69 

DO 

Possible  Amebic  meningoencephalitis 

1 

CDC  Team 

Santa  Clara  County 

4/70 

DO 

Osteogenic  sarcoma 

2 

1 

CDC  Team 

6/70 

DO 

African  trypanosomiasis 

1 

1 

CDC  Team 

Colorado 

Boulder  County 

8/69 

TE 

Infectious  hepatitis 

35 

5 

CDC  Team 

San  Louis  Valley 
Connecticut 

11/69 

E 

Streptococca’  pharyngitis 

58 

CDC  Team 

Middletown 

5/70 

DO 

Leukemia,  lymphoma,  and  childhood 

8 

3 

CDC  Team 

cancer 

Florida 

Dade  County 

2/70 

TE 

Meningococcal  infections 

11 

5 

CDC  Team 

Miami 

2/70 

DO 

Nosocomial  Serratia  infections 

14 

CDC  Team 

Boca  Ratan 
Georgia 

6/70 

DO 

Suspect  botulism 

3 

1 

CDC  Team 

Atlanta 

10/69 

DO 

Nosocomial  infections 

2 

CDC  Team 

(hospital-acquired  infections) 

Savannah 

12/69 

E 

Hepatitis 

60 

2 

CDC  Team 

Atlanta 

12/69 

E 

Nosocomial  neonatal  streptococcal 

56 

CDC  Team 

infection  (a  hospital-acquired 
infection) 

Atlanta 

4/70 

E 

Gastroenteritis 

40 

CDC  Team 

Atlanta 

Illinois 

5/70 

DO 

Aseptic  meningitis  and  pleurodynia 

7 

7 

CDC  Team 

Cook  County 

7/69 

DO 

Hepatitis 

12 

CDC  Team 

Wheaton  College 

8/69 

DO 

Leukemia 

2 

CDC  Team 

Bloomington 

9/69 

DO 

Staphylococcus  aureus 

2 

CDC  Team 

Cook  County 

10/69 

DO 

Salmonella  saint-paul 

9 

CDC  Team 

Chicago 

11/69 

E 

Measles 

151 

2 

CDC  Team 

Chicago 

1/70 

TE 

Diphtheria 

21 

2 

CDC  Team 

Chicago 

Indiana 

1/70 

TE 

Hepatitis 

39 

CDC  Team 

South  Bend 

9/69 

DO 

Botulism  alert 

1 

CDC  Team 

Vermillion  County 
Iowa 

10/69 

DO 

Histoplasmosis 

2 

CDC  Team 

Des  Moines 
Kansas 

10/69 

DO 

Salmonellosis 

122 

CDC  Team 

Zarah 

1/70 

DO 

Sporotrichosis 

9 

CDC  Team 

Scott  City 
Kentucky 

2/70 

E 

Measles  outbreak 

47 

CDC  Team 

Graves  County 

6/70 

DO 

Leukemia  and  lymphoma 

7 

3 

CDC  Team 

Pineville 

6/70 

DO 

Pertussis 

15 

6 

CDC  Team 
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JULY  1969  - JUNE  1970:  PHS  ASSISTANCE  DURING  DISEASE  OUTBREAKS,  EPIDEMICS 
AND  THREATENED  EPIDEMICS  (Continued) 


Location 


Date  Episode* 


Disease 


Casualties 


Personnel 

Detailed 


Cases 

Hospitalized  Deaths 

Louisiana 

Lafayette 

4/70 

DO 

Salmonella  weltevreden  isolations 

10 

CDC  Team 

New  Orleans 

4/70 

DO 

Malaria,  shipboard  outbreak 

1 

1 

CDC  Team 

Baton  Rouge 

6/70 

DO 

Nosocomial  Enterobacter  cloacae 

3 

3 2 

CDC  Team 

infections  in  neonates  (hospital- 
acquired  infection  in  newly  born 
infants) 

Maryland 

Baltimore 

5/70 

FO 

Nosocomial  Viricella-zoster 
infections  (hospital-acquired) 

3 

3 

CDC  Team 

Massachusetts 

Boston 

8/69 

TE 

Viral  hepatitis 

8 

CDC  Team 

Worcester 

10/69 

E 

Hepatitis 

54 

CDC  Team 

Boston 

2/70 

TE 

Nosocomial  infections  with 

28 

CDC  Team 

Pseudomonas  aeruginosa 

Boston 

Michigan 

4/70 

DO 

Hepatitis 

7 

CDC  Team 

Oakland  County 

1/70 

E 

Hepatitis 

317 

CDC  Team 

Chelsea 

3/70 

E 

Salmonellosis  in  a nursing  home 

54 

5 

CDC  Team 

Niles 

Missouri 

6/70 

DO 

Leukemia 

2 

CDC  Team 

Lee’s  Summit 

7/69 

TE 

Oculo-pharyngeal  fever 

30 

CDC  Team 

Cuba 

2/70 

TE 

Upper  respiratory  disease 

25 

CDC  Team 

Fort  Leonard  Wood 

4/70 

E 

Meningococcal  disease 

52  4 

CDC  Team 

Nebraska 

Lynch 

New  Hampshire 

10/69 

DO 

/\septic  meningitis 

5 

CDC  Team 

Cheshire  County 

9/69 

E 

Viral  hepatitis 

38 

18  1 

CDC  Team 

Nashua 

10/69 

DO 

Salmonella  enteritidis 

13 

CDC  Team 

Hanover 
New  Jersey 

4/70 

DO 

Suspect  botulism 

1 

CDC  Team 

— 

7/69 

DO 

Cryptic  parasitemia 

1 

CDC  Team 

Cape  May 

4/70 

DO 

Hepatitis,  aboard  USS  Sassafrass 

5 

CDC  Team 

Kendall  Park 
New  Mexico 

5/70 

DO 

Leukemia  among  young  people 

8 

4 

CDC  Team 

Jemez  Springs 

7/69 

TE 

Bubonic  plague 

1 

1 

CDC  Team 

— 

8/69 

DO 

Echinococcosis 

1 

CDC  Team 

Tucumcari 

9/69 

Carbon  monoxide  poisoning 

7 

3 

CDC  Team 

Mescalero 

10/69 

DO 

Bubonic  plague 

1 

CDC  Team 

Alamogordo 

1/70 

Organic  mercury  poisoning 

3 

CDC  Team 

Cochiti  Pueblo 

5/70 

DO 

Bubonic  plague 

1 

1 

CDC  Team 

Ria  Arriba  County 
New  York 

6/70 

DO 

Bubonic  plague 

1 

CDC  Team 

Livingston  County 

7/69 

DO 

Hepatitis 

24 

CDC  Team 

New  York 

10/69 

DO 

Shigellosis 

2 

CDC  Team 

New  York 

3/70 

DO 

Malaria,  induced  by  blood 

1 

1 

CDC  Team 

transfusion 

New  York 
North  Carolina 

3/70 

DO 

Malaria,  induced  by  blood 
transfusion 

3 

3 

2 

Greensboro 
North  Dakota 

10/69 

DO 

Hospital  salmonellosis 

6 

1 

CDC  Team 

Sisseton 

Ohio 

4/70 

E 

Salmonellosis  on  Indian  reservation 

44 

12 

CDC  Team 

Dayton 

7/69 

DO 

Nosocomial  staphylococcal  disease 

12 

12 

CDC  Team 

(hospital-acquired  infection) 

— 

5/70 

TE 

Staphylococcal  infections 

20 

3 

COC  Tcjm 

Delaware 

Oregon 

5/70 

E 

Histoplasmosis 

350 

5 

CDC  Team 

Portland 

7/69 

DO 

Western  encephalitis  in  horses 

23  horses 

COC  T.  m 
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JULY  1969  - JUNE  1970:  PHS  ASSISTANCE  DURING  DISEASE  OUTBREAKS.  EPIDEMICS, 
AND  THREATENED  EPIDEMICS  (Continued) 


Location 

Date 

Episode* 

Disease 

Detailed 

Cases 

Hospitalized  Deaths 

Pennsylvania 

Chester 

9/69 

DO 

Salmonella  panama 

6 

2 

CDC  Team 

— 

1/70 

DO 

African  trypanosomiasis 

1 

CDC  Team 

Puerto  Rico 

6/70 

E 

Dengue 

16,665 

CDC  Team 

South  Carolina 

Sumter  (Shaw  Air  Force  Base) 

9/69 

E 

Viral  hepatitis 

18 

CDC  Team 

— 

3/70 

DO 

Postoperative  wound  infections 

24 

CDC  Team 

South  Dakota 
Pine  Ridge 
Tennessee 

9/69 

TE 

CNS  disease 

8 

CDC  Team 

Jackson 

7/69 

E 

Salmonella  infantis  in  hospital 

8 

CDC  Team 

nursery 

Nashville 

9/69 

DO 

Nosocomial  Pseudomonas  infection 

8 

CDC  Team 

infection  (hospital-acquired 
infection) 

Memphis 

Texas 

5/70 

DO 

Dialysis-associated  hepatitis 

8 

CDC  Team 

Rotan 

9/69 

DO 

Leukemia  and  lymphoma 

3 

CDC  Team 

Jasper 

5/70 

Suspected  poisoning-mercury 

1 

1 

CDC  Team 

compound 

— 

5/70 

TE 

Paralytic  illness 

11 

1 

CDC  Team 

Angelina  County 
Utah 

6/70 

DO 

Shigellosis 

11 

CDC  Team 

Herriman 

7/69 

DO 

Echinococcosis 

1 

CDC  Team 

Salt  Lake  City 
Vermont 

8/69 

DO 

Mumps  (Peace  Corps  volunteers) 

2 

CDC  Team 

Eastern  section 
Washington 

7/69 

DO 

Salmonella  gastroenteritis 

35 

CDC  Team 

Yakima 

7/69 

DO 

Western  encephalitis  in  horses 

50  horses 

CDC  Team 

West  Virginia 
Kanawha  County 
Commercial  Airlines 

4/70 

DO 

Hepatitis 

15 

CDC  Team 

Kansas  City-Seattle  route 

7/69 

DO 

Suspect  foodborne  outbreak 

3 

CDC  Team 

Aboard  plane  returning  from 

7/69 

DO 

Gastroenteritis 

24 

9 

CDC  Team 

Asia 

8/69 

DO 

Gastroenteritis 

5 

CDC  Team 

Sea-going  vessels 

Aboard  touring  ship 

1/70 

E 

Typhoid  fever 

49 

1 

CDC  Team 

Aboard  Norwegian 
super-tanker  JARMA 
Foreign  Countries 

2/70 

DO 

Febrile  gastroenteritis 

28 

CDC  Team 

Ei  Salvador  & Guatemala 

7/69 

E 

Venezuelan  equine  encephalitis 

27  human 

16  human 

CDC  Team 

Guatemala 

10/69 

E 

Shigellosis 

269 

5,000 

horses 

Guatemala 

10/69 

E 

Shigellosis 

269 

22 

CDC  Team 

El  Salvador 

2/70 

E 

Shiga  dysentery 

28,083 

9,216 

CDC  Team 

*DO  — Disease  outbreak 
*TE  — Threatened  epidemic 
* E — Epidemic 

Source:  Center  for  Disease  Control  (formerly  National  Communicable  Disease  Center) 
Health  Services  and  Mental  Health  Administration 
U.S.  Public  Health  Service,  Atlanta,  Georgia  30333 
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PART  IV 

Related  Program  Activities 
Division  of  Emergency  Health  Services 
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PACKAGED  DISASTER  HOSPITALS  (PDH) 
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A Packaged  Disaster  Hospital  is  a 200-bed  emergency  hospital  that  is  stored  in  boxes  at  critical  points  throughout  the  Nation. 
They  have  a 30-day  supply  of  medical-surgical  materials  that  will  provide  emergency  medical  care  during  natural  or  man-made 
disasters.  Of  2,300  PHD's  prepositioned  in  the  U.S.  about  700  are  affiliated  with  community  hospitals. 


HOSPITAL  RESERVE  DISASTER  INVENTORY  (HRDI) 
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The  Hospital  Reserve  Disaster  Inventory  (HRDI)  is  a 30-day  supply.of  critical  medical-surgical  items  that  are  placed  in  community  hospitals  for 
care  during  disasters.  HRDI  supplies  are  assembled  in  50-,  100-,  and  200-bed  units.  Figures  on  the  map  show  the  total  number  of  HRDI  beds 
jxt’positioned  m each  State  on  June  30,  1969. 


★ PHS/GSA  EMERGENCY  MEDICAL  SUPPLY  DEPOTS 
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PHS  MOBILE  DISASTER  MEDICAL  TEAMS 


b1 


MEDINET  - - MEDICAL  INFORMATION  (RADIO)  NETWORK 
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REGIONS  AND  REGIONAL  HEADQUARTERS  CITIES  OF  THE  U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH,  EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE 
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HAWAII 


U.S.  DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH,  EDUCATION,  AND  WELFARE 

Public  Health  Service 

Health  Services  and  Mental  Health  Administration 


Region 


Division  of  Emergency  Health  Services 
Regional  Program  Directors 


I.  Mark  D.  Lurvey 

DEHS  Regional  Program  Director 
John  F.  Kennedy  Federal  Bldg. 
Boston,  Mass.  02203 
617-223-0648 

II.  Louis  J.  Donofrio 

DEHS  Regional  Program  Director 

Federal  Building 

26  Federal  Plaza 

New  York,  N.Y.  10007 

212-264-4498 

III.  Oscar  E.  Trivits 

DEHS  Regional  Program  Director 

P.O.  Box  12900 

410  N.  Broad  Street  (Rm.431) 

Philadelphia,  Pa.  19108 

215-597-9138 

IV.  Walter  C.  Hughes 

DEHS  Regional  Program  Director 
50  Seventh  Street,  N.E.  (Rm.  423) 
Atlanta,  Georgia  30323 
404-526-5043 

V.  Milton  C.  Schultz,  Jr. 

DEHS  Regional  Program  Director 
433  West  Van  Buren  Street 
Chicago,  III.  60607 
312-353-5255 


VI.  Dawson  T.  Kilcrease 

DEHS  Regional  Program  Director 
1114  Commerce  Street 
Dallas,  Texas  75202 
214-749-2316 

VII.  Sam  Glenner 

DEHS  Regional  Program  Director 
601  East  12th  Street 
Kansas  City,  Mo.  64106 
816-374-3986 

VIII.  Robert  F.  Heggie 

DEHS  Regional  Program  Director 
^19th  and  Stout  Streets  ‘ 

Denver,  Colo.  80202 
303-837-3129 

IX.  Mathew  Hall,  Jr. 

DEHS  Regional  Program  Director 
50  Fulton  Street 
Sian  Francisco,  Calif.  94102 
415-556-1371 

X.  Don  V.  Leatherman 

DEHS  Regional  Program  Director 
1319  Second  Ave.  (Rm.  6027-A) 
Seattle,  Washington  98101 
206-583-0496 
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